
03/01/2016 
Seven Seconds 

 
 

"Hannah was praying in her heart, and her lips were moving but her voice was not heard. Eli 
thought she was drunk and said to her, 'How long will you keep on getting drunk? Get rid of your 

wine'" (1 Sam.1:13-14). 
 

There are several cliches out there about first impressions that we either make or are the object 
of.... One of them states this; "You never get a second chance to make a first impression." 
Another says, "you can't tell a book by its cover..." Some first impressions we get of other 
people might be tinted with a prejudice we may have, or they may just be misconceptions. 

There is also a cliche floating around that says we only have seven seconds to make a good 
first impression on anyone. Eli quickly sized up Hannah, or at least he thought he did. He was 

sure that she had been drinking heavily. Hannah's silent moving lips must have given an 
appearance of a level of drunkeness with the inability to put words together. Might we have 

thought the same thing under those circumstances? Eli got straight to the point, but the trouble 
was it was the wrong point. Eli should have been aiming at Hannah's sadness, rather than her 
appearance, but those pesky seven seconds kicked in... He must have felt pretty embarrassed 
when she revealed her true actions. To his credit, when she explained herself to him he said, 
"Go in peace, and may the God of Israel grant you what you have asked of him" (V 17). We 

might be shocked to hear the limited amount of time we have to develop a view of who we are, 
but also unwittingly may do the same to other people. We may observe their dress, personal 

hygiene, or even their body language to develop our whole opinion of who they are. It may take 
some serious work on our part to undo those first few seconds. Taking the time to get to know 

someone we had a bad impression of might reveal a greater need. People may come to us from 
various circumstances of life and by looking past outward appearances we can begin to help 

them where they are... We should always be willing to bring the petitions of others before God... 
 

Have a great day... Do good and give God the credit... Love mark Phil.4:11 
 
 

03/02/2016 
A Grateful Birth 

 
 

"So in the course of time Hannah conceived and gave birth to a son. She named him Samuel, 
saying, Because I asked the Lord for him" (1 Sam.1:20). 

 
There are many great things about birthdays. My wife managed to pull off a surprise birthday 

party for my 70th birthday this past November. It proved that there's nothing like family, friends, 
cake and fun to be had, even at my age. If you ask a child, the favorite part of a birthday 

involves the presents, as they get to unwrap gifts just for them. There is the perfunctory showing 



of the presents to everyone, and then of course the necessary "thank you..." If our parents raise 
us correctly, we learn from an early age to be thankful for the gifts we receive in life. As we find 
out in today's verse, Hannah's faith and dedication brought her the son she had longed for. The 
story indicates that Samuel was born because of prayer and a vow made to God... This wasn't 
just a bargain for Hannah, but an offering to God because of His faithfulness to her... God had 

delivered and Hannah had the responsibility to do the same. She could have easily recanted her 
vow when she received her son, but Hannah could trust in God because of the great gift He had 
given... Now here is the great lesson for each of us! When God answered Hannah's prayer, she 
knew it was time to worship and honor Him... She is a wonderful example for each of us of how 
we should approach God when He answers our prayers. We should be willing to praise our Lord 
when prayers are answered, as those answered prayers make our faith grow. Our praise of the 

Lord takes on deeper meaning, understanding, and an air of unbridled excitement. Prayer 
becomes even more valuable to us because we recognize God's role in our lives. We grow in 

faith and therefore desire a closer relationship with Him because we recognize His presence in 
our lives. Lets be sure that we pray with a dedication aimed at praising God at all times, and use 

the prayers He answers for His glory... 
 

Have a wonderful day.... Make your little part of the world better.... Love mark Phil.4:11 
 
 

03/03/2016 
Making Good On A Promise 

 
 

"After he was weaned, she (Hannah) took the boy with her, young as he was, along with a 
three-year old bull, an ephah of flour and a skin of wine and brought it to the house of the Lord 
at Shiloh. When they had slaughtered the bull, they brought the boy to Eli, and she said to him, 
'As surely as you live, my lord, I am the woman who stood beside you and prayed to the Lord. I 
prayed here for this child, and the Lord has granted me what I asked of Him. So now I give him 
to the LORD. For his whole life he will be given over to the Lord.' And he worshiped the Lord 

there" (1 Sam.1:24-28). 
 

It is customary here in the USA to seal a deal with a signature on a contract. This stands for the 
willingness of both parties to keep their end of the the agreement... Things mean nothing, 

however, if one or both parties are not willing to keep their word. Contracts happen because 
there are opportunities of mutual benefits for those who are involved. Failing to keep the bargain 

by not adhering to the commitments or breaking the contract would be a dishonest and 
irreparable action. As we look at today's verses, we see that Hannah is keeping her end of a 
bargain that she made with God. She had prayed for a son, and along with those prayers she 
said; "O Lord Almighty, if you only look upon your servant's misery and remember me and not 
forget your servant but give her a son, I will give him to the Lord for all the days of his life..." (V 
11). Hannah was now making good on her promise to the Lord. With this, there is a wonderful 
lesson to be learned. We should follow Hannah's example of honoring God by making good on 



our promises to Him... Hannah's story would have ended after the birth of her son if she had 
raised him in the normal way, but she had integrity. This integrity would not allow her to hide this 
son of promise from the duty she had vowed, When we take the Lord into our lives through the 
belief that Jesus is the Son of God and choose to take Him on in baptism, it is a pact, contract, 

or covenant. We have made an agreement with God... Worship calls us to remember God's part 
of the agreement, as he sacrificed His Son for us. He gives us forgiveness, freedom from guilt 

and salvation. It is up to us to keep our part of the contract and be the type of holy and righteous 
beings that we are called to be. We must make good on our part of the promise.... 

 
Have a great day... Let His light shine through you by going about doing good... Love mark 

Phil.4:11 
 
 

03/04/2016 
The Training Begins 

 
 

"And Samuel was ministering before the Lord ------ And the boy Samuel continued to grow in 
stature and in favor with the Lord and with men" (1 Sam.2:18; 26). 

 
There was a time that apprenticeships were normal in learning what would become one's 

career. People would spend countless hours assisting the master craftsman of the trade they 
wanted to learn, before moving up the ladder to become a journeyman. The journeymen could 
work, but only under the supervision of a master craftsman. Again, after many years of plying a 
trade one could become a master craftsman himself... Colleges and universities changed a lot 
of this structure, but some of it still exists in certain trades. Samuel "apprenticed" under Eli, and 
was responsible for many of the small things that needed to be done in the tabernacle. He got a 
front row seat to all the ceremonies that took place in the Lord's house, and thus grew into his 
intended position...... With this as our backdrop, as people longing to know God, we should be 
excited and busy participating in the body of Christ, the church... The world demands our time 

and attention, but so does the Lord. We cannot afford to sacrifice the time that should be 
dedicated to serving Him. Christians should be people of integrity that stand by their 

commitment to the Lord... Hannah and Samuel are excellent examples of how we ought to be 
diligent in growing as servants of God. Becoming a Christian is not just a one-time act of faith 

through baptism. The learning curve says that we must grow and mature into working members 
of God's family...It requires a lifelong dedication to learning and living the principles of God 
through a life of service. We should all strive to be apprentices under the Master Teacher.... 

 
Have a wonderful day... T G I F         Thank God I'm Free.... Love mark Phil.4:11 

 
 

03/05/2016 
Teacher, Teacher 



 
 

As you may have guessed, today's quiz is is about something near and dear to me.... 
Teachers... As always, have fun and make this old teacher proud.... 

 
_____ 1. What famous rabbi was the apostle Paul's teacher? (a) Agabus, (b) Aquilla, (c) 

Gamaliel, (d) Silas. 
 

_____ 2. Who commissioned Ezra to teach the law to Israel? (a) Ezekiel, (b) King Artaxerxes, 
(c) Nehemiah, (d) Daniel. 

 
_____ 3. According to Jesus, who would teach them all they needed to know? (a) the Holy 

Spirit, (b) the helper, (c) the comforter, (d) a, b, and c. 
 

_____ 4. What learned Greek taught in the synagogue at Ephesus, but was himself taught by 
Priscilla and Aquila? (a) Barnabas, (b) Silas, (c) Apollos, (d) Clydeous. 

 
_____ 5. What apostle taught and reasoned in the lecture hall of a man named Tyrannus? (a) 

Paul, (b) Peter, (c) John, (d) James. 
 

_____ 6. Who was supposed to teach the Israelites how to deal with lepers? (a) prophets, (b) 
priests, (c) seers, (d) their parents. 

 
_____ 7. What is the common New Testament word that means "teacher?" (a) instructor, (b) 

tutor, (c) master, (d) rabbi 
 

_____ 8. What king of Judah sent his princes throughout the land to teach the law to the 
people? (a) Asa, (b) Jehoshaphat, (c) Abijah, (d) Rehoboam. 

 
_____ 9. Who was told not to be ashamed, accurately handling (teaching) the word of truth? (a) 

Paul, (b) the Ephesians, (c) Timothy, (d) Philemon. 
 

_____ 10. Where do you find train up (teach) a child in the way he should go. Even when he is 
old he will not depart from it?" (a) Psalms, (b) Proverbs, (c) Ecclesiastes, (d) 1 Thessalonians. 

 
Have a great weekend and a glorifying and uplifting day of worship on His day.... Love mark 

Phil.4:11 
 
 
 
 
 
 



03/07/2016 
Keep Calm And Carry On 

 
 

"The Lord called Samuel a third time, and Samuel got up and went to Eli and said, 'Here I am; 
you called me.' Then Eli realized that the Lord was calling the boy...." (1 Sam.3:8). 

 
If you are wondering about my title this morning, it comes from a British propaganda poster that 
was published in 1939. With entry into WW2 imminent, it was meant as a morale booster to the 
British public and for them find their talent(s) that could help the most in the war effort. Samuel 

had found his niche in the tabernacle by helping Eli, but it is clear that God had a higher 
purpose for him. When he first heard the call in today's verse, he did not understand what was 

happening, believing that it was Eli calling him. Through his wisdom, Eli realized that it was God 
calling his young protege. The young man's experience and knowledge led him to gladly answer 

the call of God. From the beginning of his life, God had a purpose for Samuel, and though it 
might be hard for us to believe, He has a purpose for you and I too... We might not see what the 
Lord intends or has prepared for us because of the confusion and distraction that life brings with 

it... However, we can understand what God desires for us if we take the time to listen to His 
voice... "Be still and know that I am God..." (Psa.46;10). God won't speak to us in the night like 
He did with Samuel, but His Word speaks to us even louder...To me, this means that we must 

be diligent in looking to God's Word for wisdom, and then applying it... Along with searching His 
Word, we should also be diligent in our prayers. God's greater purpose might not be clear to us 
right away, but scripture and prayer provides us with the context to see it more clearly... Keep 

calm and carry on... 
 

Have a great start to your week.... Begin it with a RAK or two... Love mark Phil.4:11 
 

 
 

03/08/2016 
Nothing But The Truth 

 
 

"Samuel lay down until the morning and then opened the doors of the house of the Lord. He 
was afraid to tell Eli the vision. but Eli called him... 'What was it that He said to you?' Eli asked. 

'Do not hide it from me. May God deal with you, be it ever so severely, if you hide from me 
anything He told you.'" (1 Sam.3:15-17). 

 
God had given Samuel a message to deliver, but it was not going to be an easy one, because it 
concerned his mentor Eli. While Eli was busy with the work in the tabernacle, his two sons were 
running amok down a pathway of reckless abandon. God expected Samuel to confront Eli with 
this news about the affairs of his family, and it was not going to be easy for him. In life, some of 
the most difficult conversations to have are the ones we need to have... Like Eli, those who are 



Christians are already aware of how God wants them to live. The choice to live in such a way or 
correct bad behavior is an act of negligence toward God's Word. Though it may make us 

uncomfortable, it is our duty as spiritual people to approach any straying brother or sister with 
an attitude of love and restoration... "Brothers, if someone is caught up in sin, you who are 

spiritual should restore him gently. But watch yourself, or you also may be tempted" (Gal.6:1). I 
am not breaking new ground here with these words, but it is not easy ground. Can't you just 

imagine how hard it was for Samuel to deliver such a harsh message to the one that had been 
his teacher, guide, and mentor. Samuel must have anguished over it, but when it came time for 
him do it, he did the only thing he knew to do... He told Eli everything! Because he didn't hold 

anything back and told nothing but the truth, Eli willingly accepted what God wanted him to do. 
The message of the Bible is one of hope and promise. We cannot show folks the condemnation 

of sin without offering the hope and promise of Christ's resurrection... We need to follow 
Samuel's lead and be willing to share the whole gospel of Christ and not just a portion of it... 

Nothing but the truth.... 
 

Have a great day... Do good and give God the credit... Love mark Phil.4:11 
 
 

03/09/2016 
Don't Kill The Messenger 

 
 

"The Lord was with Samuel as he grew up and He let none of his words fall to the ground. And 
all Israel from Dan to Beersheba recognized that Samuel was attested as a prophet of the 

Lord.... And Samuel's word came to all Israel..." (1 Sam.3:19-20). 
 

No one loves a messenger who brings bad news. Airplanes do not pull banners with bad 
medical prognoses on them. Have you ever got a bill in the mail that was incorrect and you tried 
to call the company for satisfaction? After you waded through the dreaded prerecorded menu of 
options, getting more and more impatient, you finally get in touch with a real person and you're 
ready to vent. If you are rational by this time, you realize that this person had nothing to do with 
the bad news... In ancient days, being a prophet was a pass or fail kind of job. God chose these 
prophets, like Samuel, to speak on His behalf. They were essentially human messengers who 
often forewarned people of impending destruction, and because they came directly from God, 
the people expected them to come true. A true prophet's message was never untrue... "In the 

past God spoke to our forefathers through the prophets at many times and in various ways, but 
in these last days He has spoken to us by His Son, whom He appointed heir of all things, and 

through whom He made the universe" (Heb.1:1-2). God no longer speaks through the prophets 
but His Son is the great message, and here's the lesson of the day; We are the modern 

messengers of God! He has faithfully given us the message to bring to a lost world... There is 
no indecipherable code telling hidden ancient secrets or the specific time of earth's demise. The 

message God has given us is one of hope. It is the message of salvation to be found in the 
blood of Christ... The scriptures provide us with a wealth of knowledge and understanding of the 



world we live in, and we have the chance to share it with those around us. Because we are the 
modern-day prophets of God, lets be sure that our message matches exactly with His... The 

banner plane would be pretty good for this message.... 
 

Have a great day.... Make your little part of the world better.... Love mark Phil.4:11 
 
 

03/10/2016 
Spring Cleaning 

 
 

"And Samuel said to the whole house of Israel, 'If you are returning to the Lord with all your 
hearts, then rid yourselves of the foreign gods and Ashtoreths and commit yourselves to the 
Lord and serve Him only, and He will deliver you out of the hand of the Philistines.' So the 
Israelites put away their Baals and Ashtoreths, and served the Lord only" (1 Sam.7:3-4). 

 
Samuel was a full-fledged prophet now and today's verses tell of his message to the Israelites 
as they were battling with the Philistines. As we approach the spring season, a certain amount 
of things that have accumulated over the colder months must be packed or thrown away. Its 

spring cleaning time... The Israelites were having so much trouble with the Philistines because 
they had adopted some of the unsavory parts of their culture. Samuel painted a realistic picture 
of why they were not able to live in peace. They had violated the greatest of God's commands. 

They were worshiping false gods and still expecting God to provide for them. It was time for 
spring cleaning... God wants our full attention today, too. He doesn't want us wandering off from 
the body of Christ because of temptation or sin. The false gods of today would be anything that 
diverts us off course and away from God. Money, fame, or activities of lesser importance come 
to mind... Perhaps we have even allowed ourselves to get into the the rut of a bad habit or two, 

especially if we center our lives around them. In Samuel's day, when God was not at the 
absolute center of the peoples lives, they invited in trouble... Lets take a lesson from Samuel's 
message and not let the Philistines conquer us.... The message ought to be a wake-up call to 

make sure our lives are properly prioritized... The stuff that keeps us from serving God the right 
way has to go... It may be time to have a spiritual spring cleaning... 

 
Have a wonderful day... Let God's radiant light shine from us.... Love mark Phil.4:11 

 
 

03/11/2016 
 

The Time To Come Clean 
 
 



"Then Samuel said, 'Assemble all Israel at Mizpah and I will intercede to the Lord for you.' On 
that day, they fasted and they confessed, 'We have sinned against the Lord.' And Samuel was 

leader of Israel at Mizpah" (1 Sam.3:5-6). 
 

Before he died in 2009, Billy Mays was the king of infomercials... He shilled for many products 
that one could only buy by ordering them on TV or online. One of those products, OxyClean, is 

still available today. It was the "miracle" stain-fighter... Billy would pour some grape juice or 
greasy stuff on a white shirt, and he would put it into a bowl of water that contained a generous 
amount of OxyClean... What Billy knew was that if he exposed the stain to his product, it would 

be clean. The sin in one's life works the same way. You can't clean what you don't expose to the 
cleaner. Samuel took the Israelites to Mizpah where it says that they fasted and confessed... 
These were not just rantings of people who sought only to defeat the foreign invaders, but the 

pleas of those who knew they would die without God's intervention... Today, salvation is a 
precious gift. It is offered to those who put their complete faith in Jesus as the opportunity to 
spend eternity with Him looms ahead. Confession is a critical part of the Christian walk...We 

must be honest and open with the Lord about the sin(s) we struggle with. Just telling the Lord 
our sin does not mean that we are sorry or even heartbroken about them and our betrayal of the 
Lord's trust... The confession might require a sacrifice on our part to give up certain things that 

tempt us, and lets not forget the help we have around us..."Therefore, confess your sins to each 
other and pray for each other so that you may be healed" (Jas.5:16). I'm not a big fan of the 

infomercial, but I get the principle of exposing the stain to the product... There is a time when all 
of us must come clean... 

 
Have a wonderful day... T G I F         Thank God I'm Forgiven.... Love mark Phil.4:11 

 
 

03/12/2016 
The Sleepers And Non-Sleepers 

 
 

As you might have guessed from the title, today's questions are about sleep, but you will have to 
be sharp and awake to answer them. As always, have fun.... 

 
_____ 1. Who had a surgical procedure done on him while he was asleep? (a) Paul, (b) Peter, 

(c) Adam, (d) Clydeous. 
 

_____ 2. Who died while sleeping in the tent of Jael? (a) Sisera, (b) Deborah, (c) Barak, (d) 
Jabin. 

 
_____ 3. Who "suggested" to Jezebel's priests that Baal might be sleeping? (a) Elijah, (b) 

Obadiah, (c) Elisha, (d) Ahab. 
 



_____ 4. Who slept at Bethel and dreamed of angels? (a) Esau, (b) John, (c) Samson, (d) 
Jacob. 

 
_____ 5. Who couldn't sleep on the night after Haman built a gallows for Mordecai? (a) Haman, 

(b) Mordecai, (c) Esther, (d) King Ahasuerus. 
 

_____ 6. Who couldn't sleep the night Daniel was in the lion's den? (a) Nebuchadnezzar, (b) 
Belshazzar, (c) Darius, (d) Daniel. 

 
_____ 7. Who told Laban he had gone 20 years without a decent sleep? (a) Leah, (b) Rachel, 

(c) Jacob, (d) I made this up. 
 

_____ 8. According to Proverbs, what does it take for the wicked to sleep well? (a) doing evil, 
(b) doing good, (c) drinking wine, (d) a good meal. 

 
_____ 9. What boy was called out of his sleep by the voice of God? (a) Josiah, (b) Samuel, (c) 

David, (d) baby Jesus. 
 

_____ 10. Who slept during a storm on the Sea of Galilee? (a) the disciples, (b) Jonah, (c) 
Jesus, (d) the captain. 

 
Have a great weekend and an uplifting and glorifying day of worship on His day..... Love mark 

Phil.4:11 
 
 
 

03/14/2016 
There's No Place Like Home 

 
 

"Throughout Samuel's lifetime, the hand of the Lord was against the Philistines..... And there 
was peace between Israel and the Amorites.....But he always went back to Ramah, where his 

home was, and there he also judged Israel. And he built an altar there to the Lord" (1 
Sam.7:13-14; 17). 

 
Can't you just hear Dorothy repeating my title line this morning, over and over again? After a 
tumultuous journey, she is searching for the only real peaceful place that she has known in 

life.... Home... If we had our choice, wouldn't we all gravitate toward the peaceful things in life? 
As warmer weather approaches, some of us might find it in a shady backyard on a comfortable 
chair or hammock. Some might retreat to the peaceful solace of our bedrooms, and for me, that 

wonderful recliner.... On this Monday morning, maybe we will take the time to reflect on 
yesterday's worship to the Lord as a time of peace and restoration.... In the car on the way 

home yesterday, I looked over at Jane and said; "We did a lot of "churching" today...." We both 



smiled with satisfaction.... Samuel enjoyed many years of peace after the defeat of the 
Philistines. The Israelites had purged all of the foreign gods from their nation, reclaimed their 

cities from the Philistines, and agreed to peace with the Amorites. Here's the point for the 
Israelites, and for us today. They were living at peace and reaping its benefits because of a 

healthy relationship with God. From time to time, and you choose the reason, Samuel returned 
to Ramah because his home was there... He built an altar to the Lord at his home. He knew that 
peace follows when we forfeit false gods to follow the true and living God. Christ came to bring 
that kind of peace to the world. The closer our relationship with God becomes, the greater our 

inner and outer peace becomes. There's no place like home.... 
 

Have a great start to your week.... Begin it with a RAK or two.... Love mark Phil.4:11 
 
 

03/15/2016 
Worthy Successors 

 
 

"So all the elders of Israel gathered together and came to Samuel at Ramah. They said to him, 
'You are old and your sons do not walk in your ways; now appoint a king to lead us, such as all 

the other nations have'" (1 Sam.8:4-5). 
 

We are in the midst of an election season here in the United States. It is the job of a candidate 
to convince the voters that he or she is worthy of the office they are aspiring to. To do this, they 

must extol their own virtues and compare them in a more favorable light than those of their 
opponents. Another ploy is to make sure they convince folks that they are better than those they 
are succeeding... Samuel is in a conundrum... His entire life revolved around his service to God, 

and many would say that it was a great success. Unalike our society today, Samuel's 
successors would naturally be his sons, but they had proved themselves to be unworthy to 

follow in their dad's footsteps... Samuel had been so busy taking care of the business of Israel 
he had overlooked preparing someone to follow after him. Today's verses show that Israel had 
noticed... It was this part of Samuel's life that he failed at. Christians should learn a lesson from 
Samuel here. As maturing Christians, we have a responsibility that is often overlooked. There is 

so much that goes on within a church to allow it to function the way it should, and only 
God-loving servants can carry out its mission. A part of a Christian's service is to prepare others 

to lead, men and women alike... Ministry leaders ought to be getting others prepared to lead. 
Bible class teachers should be helping others to teach the classes. Israel didn't need a king, it 
needed a better relationship with God. An integral part of our Christian service is to be good 

leaders. We learn those principles from those who lead us, and we must become worthy 
successors, and help make others worthy successors.... 

 
Have a great day... Do good and give God the credit... Love mark Phil.4:11 

 
 



 
03/16/2016 

Long Live The King 
 
 

"But when they said, 'Give us a king to lead us,' this displeased Samuel and he prayed to the 
Lord..... " "But the people refused to listen to Samuel, 'No!' they said. 'We want a king over us. 
Then we will be like the other nations, with a king to lead us and go out before us and fight our 

battles'" (1 Sam.8:6; 19-20). 
 

Samuel's sons had caused irreversible damage to the reputation of the office of judge and go 
figure, this made the people bitter. Unfortunately, their bitterness was directed against God. 
After seeing the power of God working for them over and over, they were still unsatisfied. In 
their minds, a single man could lead them better and more efficiently than God... They were 
demanding that God forfeit control of His nation to a human capable of leading them in the 

wrong direction. Between verse 6 and 19 in today's verses, Samuel explained to the people why 
this would be a bad idea, but they could not be swayed. They wanted to be just like everyone 
else... Reading the history of the Israelites, we know that this decision led them to heartache 

and eventual captivity... Their golden era of peace ended. Why? It was simply because they put 
their own desires before the ways of the Lord. Lets fast-forward to 2016. Does that attitude 

sound eerily familiar? Christians must be careful not to fall into the same trap of making 
demands. I sometimes see us as little kids with our hands over our ears shouting, "I can't hear 

you...I'm not listening!" We cannot try to live with one foot in church and the other in the ways of 
the world... We just can't afford to be like everyone else...The plans and purpose God has for 

each of us is far greater than any demand we can dream up... One of the mantras of AA is, "Let 
go and let God..." We must forget about the demands and make our desires the Lord's desires... 

There should be no kings for us either... 
 

Have a wonderful day... Go about doing good.... Love mark Phil.4:11 
 
 

03/17/2016 
Getting More Than You Bargain For 

 
 

"When Samuel heard all that the people said, he repeated it before the Lord. The Lord 
answered, 'Listen to them and give them a king' " (1 Sam.8:21). 

 
Do all of you remember the fable of King Midas, who had an insatiable love for gold? It led him 
to make a wish that everything he touched would turn into gold. He awoke the next day to find 

that his wish had been granted, and he ran through the palace turning everything into his 
precious gold. Midas ran into a problem, however, when he tried to eat and found that 

everything that touched his lips turned into gold. He knew then that he had made a terrible 



mistake. The foolish man saw only the benefits of what he desired, without recognizing the 
consequences of such a gift... Israel did the same thing when they demanded a king from God. 

In 1 Sam.8:10-18, Samuel explained that their world would change as he tried to shatter the 
idea that a monarchy would be a better institution than what God had created. Just as God tried 
to warn the Israelites that the grass isn't greener on the other side of the fence, the same is true 
for us today. The world is filled with sin and temptations that are constantly assaulting us from 
every imaginable way...The problem with looking at sin through rose-tinted glasses is that we 

ignore the consequences that it brings with it. It must have been a "great rush" for King Midas to 
turn everything into gold, but the momentary pleasure quickly turned into tragedy... It must be 
similar to what an addict goes through with the thrill of the drug, followed by the anguish and 
pain it ultimately causes. Sin can be shiny and appealing... Is there an antidote for all this? 

Through his Word and a prayerful relationship with God, He gives us guidance to protect our 
own well-being. He allows us to see the big picture... We don't need a king because we already 

have one.... 
 

Have a great day... Let His light shine through you.... Love mark Phil.4:11 
 
 

03/18/2016 
A Chip Off The Old Block 

 
 

"There was a Benjamite, a man of standing, whose name was Kish son of Abiel, the son of 
Zeror, the son of Becorath, the son of Aphiah of Benjamin. He had a son named Saul, an 
impressive young man without equal among the Israelites ---- a head taller than any of the 

others" (I Sam.9:1-3). 
 

For those of you who do some gardening, the preparation of the soil, selection of seed, and the 
process of growth can be a real source of satisfaction. You may even try new varieties of 

tomatoes and watermelons from season to season, but this one aspect will always be true.... A 
seed only produces after its own kind. It appears from today's verses, that some careful "seed" 

selection has been done to choose Israel's first king, as it traces 5 generations of Saul's family. I 
believe they are trying to tell us that Saul's family had a hand in forming him into the man he 

was when chosen to be the king. Maybe "an apple doesn't fall far from the tree" is just as 
appropriate as my title today. The rest of the chapter extols some of Saul's positive 

characteristics... As followers of Christ, we will inherit some of the characteristics of our Father 
in heaven. The fruit of the spirit (Galatians 5:22-23) are the inherent traits each of us should 
possess within us because we are created in God's image... There are also more virtues we 

must learn from God, through His Word. The Lord has great power and is just in all ways, 
however, God is willing to forgive those who are willing to follow Him. Forgiveness is a difficult 
characteristic of the Father to learn, but we must learn it... The greatest comfort of all should be 
in knowing that we have the ability to live as God has called us because Christ, our Brother, has 

set the example for us... We can be a chip off the old block... 



 
Have a wonderful day... T G I F         Thank God I'm Forgiven.... Love mark Phil.4:11 

 
 

03/19/2016 
Some Notable And Not So Notable Women 

 
 

As you can tell from my title, today's quiz is about some famous and maybe not so famous 
women of the Bible. Have fun as you try to remember these ladies... 

 
_____ 1. When she visited with her cousin Elisabeth, how long did Mary stay? (a) 1 month, (b) 2 

months, (c) 3 months, (d) it doesn't say. 
 

_____ 2. Who begged her sister for some mandrakes, hoping they would help her to get 
pregnant? (a) Rachel, (b) Rebekah, (c) Sarai, (d) Tamar. 

 
_____ 3. What disciple's mother-in-law was healed of a fever by Jesus? (a) Andrew, (b) Peter, 

(c) James, (d) John. 
 

_____ 4. What NT woman was married to a priest named Zacharias? (a) Mary, (b) Lydia, (c) 
Elisabeth, (d) Rubeous. 

 
_____ 5. What woman was called a prophetess by Luke? (a) Mary, (b) Damaris, (c) Elisabeth, 

(d) Anna. 
 

_____ 6. What clever woman hoodwinked her father-in-law out of a seal and cord (signet ring 
and bracelets in KJV)? (a) Rachel, (b) Tamar, (c) Shua, (d) I made this one up. 

 
_____ 7. What wife, seeing her husband on the verge of death, circumcised their son? (a) Puah, 

(b) Shiphrah, (c) Zipporah, (d) Elisheba. 
 

_____ 8. Who criticized her famous brother for being married to an Ethiopian woman? (a) 
Deborah, (b) Michal, (c) Miriam, (d) Zipporah. 

 
_____ 9. Which of King David's wives was described as "very beautiful to look upon?" (a) 

Bathsheba, (b) Michal, (c) Eglah, (d) Abital. 
 

_____10. Which of King David's wives "despised him in her heart" when she saw him dancing? 
(a) Bathsheba, (b) Michal, (c) Eglah, (d) Abital. 

 
Have a great weekend and a glorifying and uplifting day of worship on His day.... Love mark 

Phil.4:11 



 
 

03/21/2016 
Asking For And Giving Directions 

 
 

"When they reached to district of Zuph, Saul said to the servant who was with him, Come, let's 
go back, or my father will stop worrying about the donkeys and start worrying about us" (I 

Sam.9:5). 
 

You have probably either heard or used the term, "Trust me, I know a shortcut." Back in my 
younger years, this often led to getting lost. We were always taught that we should not be too 

proud to ask for directions, preferably at a gas-station. When one finds themselves not knowing 
where to go, its best to just ask an expert. Isn't that what the GPS is? Saul's dad, Kish sent Saul 

and a servant out to look for what was probably a large herd of donkeys. As we can see from 
today's verse, Saul was ready to count the herd of donkeys as a loss... His servant advised him 

to consult with Samuel about the missing livestock, as Samuel's reputation as a "seer" or 
prophet preceded him throughout the region. The real hero of this story of Saul and Samuel is 
the servant who urged him to consult God's messenger. God's people today should strive to be 
more like the servant, helping themselves and others gain the direction they need from God's 
Word.... While we don't have prophets today, we do have the Word of God speaking on the 

Lord's behalf... The Bible has often been described as our "road map" for living. In today's world, 
we might make it even more precise by calling it our GPS... It has such a wealth of knowledge 
and guidance to live a fulfilling life, while still glorifying God. . Christians often worry about the 

right things to say in difficult situations with others. When presented with hard questions, its best 
for Christians to direct those seeking help, to turn to God's Word... What better way can we help 

others than with the words, "Lets see what God has to say about it..." 
 

Have a great start to your week... Begin it with a RAK or two.... Love mark Phil.4:11 
 
 

03/22/2016 
The Ida's 

 
 

"Finally Saul son of Kish was chosen. But when they looked for him, he was not to be found..... 
Samuel said to the people, 'Do you see the man God has chosen?' There is no one like him 

among the people" (I Sam.9:21; 24). 
 

Perhaps you took a look at my title this morning, scratched your head and wondered what this 
guy was going to write about today... What's an "Ida?" To put it simply, an "Ida" is someone who 
never reaches his or her potential. "If Ida worked harder, I would have been a star..." "Ida been 
an important person if someone had only noticed me..." The world is literally filled with "Idas." 



For Saul, the wake-up call began by seeking the help of Samuel. He never bargained on 
changing the world when he sought Samuel's help in looking for his missing animals... What 

Samuel told him about being a king made no sense to him, yet God saw something greater in 
Saul than Saul could imagine himself. We can all let the world make us feel pretty insignificant 

sometime...Maybe its because we allow others to define who we are, and see ourselves through 
their eyes. If we perceive ourselves to be weak or spiritually immature, this negative perception 
will try to frame our lives and make us an Ida... The great thing is this! God sees potential in all 
of us. He sees a way for each of us to be great in our own way. Instead of viewing ourselves 

through the lens of the world, we have to begin to see ourselves though the eyes of God...This 
requires that we spend time in His Word. When we do, we will see God's love and desire for 
those who would follow Him... In His Word, we can see the beauty and strength God sees in 

each of us.... "Ida" will never be a part of us again... 
 

Have a great day... Do good and give God the credit.... Love mark Phil.4:11 
 
 

03/23/2016 
From An Outside Perspective 

 
 

"Then Samuel brought Saul and his servant into the hall and seated them at the head of those 
who were invited ---- about thirty in number.... And Saul dined with Samuel that day" (I 

Sam.9:22; 24b). 
 

Have you ever seen one of those drawings that depicted two images at the same time. I'm 
familiar with the one that shows both a pretty young woman and an old hag... Invariably, you are 
asked what you see and usually we see one of the two images. You are then told that there are 

two images in the picture, and with a bit of help you finally see the other image... I guess in a 
way that may describe each of us to some extent. Occasionally, we may need an outside 

perspective to gain understanding of our purpose and abilities. Samuel saw Saul for what he 
would become for God's people and he treated him that way... This wasn't just some regular 
sit-down meal, because after meeting Saul, Samuel brought him to an "invitee only" meal. 

Samuel even made sure that Saul and his servant were placed in the seat of honor. Samuel 
wanted to make sure that Saul was treated as a king by all who were in attendance. Saul was 

getting a small taste of what his life as a king would be at his special dinner with Samuel. When 
we understand God's view of us, we begin to see others through that same light. We try to show 
others the good existing in their own lives. "Therefore, encourage one another, and build each 
other up, just as you are in fact doing" (I Thess.5:11). In the New Testament, Barnabas earned 

a great part of his fame by being an encourager... He reflected God's view of people back to 
them. He saw good in others while many just saw bad, and he tried to bring out that good... 
Here comes our part! By being that outside perspective, we can shine a light on the good in 

those around us, and help them to embrace that good and live it. Why don't we give it a try.... 
 



Have a great day.... Let His light shine though you.... Love mark Phil.4:11 
 
 

03/24/2016 
The Thrill Of Expectation And Ownership 

 
 

"But stay here a while, so that I may give you a message from God. Then Samuel took a flask of 
oil and poured it on Saul's head and kissed him saying, 'Has not the Lord appointed you leader 

over his inheritance?'" (I Sam.9:27; 10:1). 
 

Do you remember the expectation and thrill of getting your first car when you were teenager? 
You probably bought or were given a well-worn vehicle, but it was yours... There was, however, 

some responsibility that went along with it, namely upkeep, gas money, maintenance, and 
insurance. With the thrill came the responsibility. Ownership in other parts of life isn't much 

different. In today's verses, Samuel anoints Saul as the new and very first king of Israel. You 
might think there must have been a certain thrill for Saul at this moment, but Samuel tempered it 

with what the responsibilities would be... Samuel declared Saul more than just a king... He 
would be the commander of the inheritance of God! Saul now had the sole responsibility of 

insuring the safety and prosperity of God's people. Saul had to lead Israel to glorify God as a 
nation. Today, everyone who has believed and been baptized has been anointed by God... 

"Repent and be baptized, every one of you in the name of Jesus Christ for the forgiveness of 
your sins. And you will receive the gift of the Holy Spirit" (Acts 2:38). That is "our anointing" and 
now we are officially children of God. Thankfully, we have a Savior in Jesus Christ to provide a 
pathway to be worthy before God. It is a happy time, but then come the responsibilities... We 

are responsible for protecting and preserving the body of Christ. As God's sons and daughters, 
we are to shield and protect our brothers and sisters in Christ... This means sharing in the 

burdens (and joys) and sorrows of others, assisting those who are in need, while encouraging 
them at the same time... The Lord encourages us to invest in the kingdom of God when we 

accept a portion of ownership in it. It is part of the thrill of expectation and ownership. 
 

Have a great day.... Make your little part of the world better.... Love mark Phil.4:11 
 
 

03/25/2016 
 

Unlikely Leaders 
 
 

"So all the people went to Gilgal and confirmed Saul as king in the presence of the Lord" (I 
Sam.11:15). 

 



Candidates for the presidency of the United States are spending millions of dollars as I write. 
They're doing this to convince you they are the best person for the job. We have seen many 
debates, read newspaper articles and tweets about these people. Its as if you actually know 

them personally. Imagine the national reaction if a practically unknown individual with no prior 
leadership experience and a questionable family backround rose to the highest office in the 

country. Saul faced this very obstacle in becoming king, and all the people were not satisfied 
with him... Like Saul, not everyone was born into the job they eventually found themselves 

doing. Lets see... David was a shepherd... Jesus a carpenter... Paul a Pharisee and tentmaker... 
Joseph a shepherd and slave... Peter a fisherman... Though Saul was not from the most 

prominent tribe, or groomed for leadership, he was God's choice. The Lord wanted to show His 
power and might through the reign of Saul. We do not have to be perfect to be a child of God... 
We don't have to have a family backround deeply rooted in the faith, or even perfect parents, 

though it doesn't hurt... Even families that are weak and flawed do not change the Lord's desire 
for us. Jesus proved this over and over again by the people He went to... In this season, we 
remember that God gave us His Son as a sacrifice so that all mankind can be made a part of 

His royal family. Why? Because in our weakness God is glorified... We should never allow 
where we come from dictate where we are going. When we come to God through Jesus, we 

become a part of His chosen people... 
 

Have a wonderful day... T G I F         Today God Is First.... Love mark Phil.4:11 
 
 

03/26/2016 
The First Easter 

 
 

The first day of Jesus' resurrection was a busy one... See if you can fill in the blanks about that 
day with the proper persons... As always, have fun.... 

 
1. ___________, __________, and ____________ were the 1st people to visit the tomb that 

morning. 
 

2. ___________ rolled back the stone and sat on it. 
 

3. _________ told the 2 Marys to tell the disciples to go to Galilee where they would see Jesus. 
 

4. _________ were given money to say the disciples had stolen the body. 
 

5. Jesus found ___________ in the garden crying. 
 

6. __________ ran to the tomb to see if the women had told the truth about Jesus being alive. 
 

7. __________ outran Peter to the tomb. 



 
8. _________ mistook Jesus for the gardener. 

 
9. _________ and another person walked with Jesus and did not know Him. 

 
10. Jesus found the frightened _____________ in an upper room. 

 
*Extra Credit True or False... Easter Sunday is the 1st Sunday after the 1st full moon after the 

Vernal Equinox. _______ 
 

Have a great weekend and an uplifting and glorifying day of worship on His day... Love mark 
Phil.4:11 

 
 

03/28/2016 
Acting Like A King 

 
 

"Finally Saul son of Kish was chosen. But when they looked for him, he could not be found. So 
they inquired further of the Lord, 'Has the man come here yet?' And the Lord said, 'Yes, he has 

hidden himself among the baggage' " (I Sam.10:21-22). 
 

Royalty comes with certain expectations, as royals are taught at an early age how to dress and 
act in their distinguished position. The coronations are special affairs, just as our inaugurations 
are. As with royalty, even our presidential candidates have a certain litmus test they must pass. 

I believe the term used is that they are supposed to "act presidential..." The rudest thing a 
chosen royal could do on coronation day is to hide, but that's just what Saul did... Overwhelmed 

by the prospect and responsibility he had been given, Saul tried to hide from God. His first 
reaction wasn't to stand up and lead as God had requested. Perhaps he thought he was 

unworthy or incapable and was intimidated by the shear power he would wield, so he hid... But 
God had chosen Saul for a specific reason. He was unique, and the Lord saw something 

greater in Saul than he saw in himself..."Do you see the man the Lord has chosen? There is no 
one like him among all the people" (V 24). The Lord wants us to be His leaders and servants, 

and unfortunately, many of us try to hide from Him... We might ask; "How could the Lord desire 
someone like me?" The Lord sees something greater in us than we may see ourselves, just as 
He did with Saul. "But you are a chosen people, a royal priesthood..." (I Pet.2:9). He knows us 

more intimately than we may know ourselves, just as with Saul... Now here's the crux of the 
matter! The Lord sees how our talents and abilities can be used to benefit others, even when we 
can't. Instead of shying away or hiding, we ought to embrace the challenges God has set before 

us and use the talents He has given us... Its time to act like a king... 
 

Have a great start to your week... Begin it with a RAK or two.... Love mark Phil.4:11 
 



 
03/29/2016 

The Dreaded Side Effects 
 
 

"Samuel explained to the people the regulations of the kingship. He wrote them down on a scroll 
and deposited it before the Lord..... But some of the troublemakers said, 'How can this fellow 

save us?' They despised him and brought him no gifts. But Saul kept silent" (I Sam.10:25 & 27). 
 

I am sure that all of you have watched a commercial or two on TV about some miracle product 
concerning our health. They range from acne cures to drugs that control blood pressure, 

prostate problems, and weight loss. All of them may appear too good to be true, and them come 
the dreaded disclaimers. The person extolling the virtue(s) of the product then lists all the 
negative things that can happen if you take it. We have come to know these as the side 

effects... The consumer must weigh the benefits against those possible side effects. In today's 
verses, Samuel clearly states the consequences of having a king. Because they demanded it, 

the people would face wars, and as is the case with God's Word, some accepted these 
consequences while others despised Saul. Saul, a man, was forced to face the same 

challenges that God saw. He could have whacked those that despised him, but it says, Saul 
kept silent... Even today, God's Word can have the same polarizing effect on the hearts of 

people. For some it is a convicting message that cuts straight to the heart. Others may respond 
like those who despised Saul. Even today, folks demand things from God and then complain 

about the expectations that God places before them. We cannot allow these things to creep into 
our spiritual life, because they will become the side effects we do not want... It takes courage, 

honor, sacrifice, and integrity to live our lives the way God wants us to. It is up to us to put God's 
desires before our own. The benefits are great, and the side-effects are self-imposed. The 

choice is ours... 
 

Have a wonderful day... Do good and give God the credit... Love mark Phil.4:11 
 
 

03/30/2016 
Being A Royal Ambassador 

 
 

"We are therefore Christ's ambassadors, as though God were making his appeal through us" (II 
Cor.5:20). 

 
As Israel's first king, Saul was supposed to live in such a way that he actually represented God. 
This is not an easy task for a human being, and much responsibility was placed upon the broad 
shoulders of this man that God had chosen. When we become followers of God through Jesus, 

we are to be just like Saul. We become God's representatives here on earth. I have chosen, 
through today's verse to use the term ambassador to describe what we are to be for the Lord... 



"Therefore, we are Christ's ambassadors..." Saul became royalty when chosen by the Lord, as 
do we. God wants us to be a part of His royal family. When we put on Christ, we are made heirs 
of eternal salvation. With such an honor placed on our shoulders, we should live in a way that 
honors God...Unfortunately, it can be easy to hide from the expectations of being one of God's 
children and shirk our responsibilities. Instead, we should walk tall each day knowing that we 
are a royal priesthood, with the confidence that God is on our side and Jesus is walking with 
us... Living this way reminds us daily of God's power and prepares us to stand strong against 

adversity. Its just cool to know that we can live each day as royalty in the kingdom of God, being 
His ambassadors here on earth. An ambassador is defined as an accredited diplomat sent by a 
country as its official representative to a foreign country. To us, that foreign country is the world 
around us. Maybe it would be good for us to meditate today on how we can improve our roles 

as God's ambassadors... Why not give it a try... 
 

Have a great day.... Let His light shine through you..... Love mark Phil.4:11 
 
 

03/31/2016 
Simple Integrity 

 
 

" 'You have not cheated or oppressed us,' " they replied. ' " You have not taken anything from 
anyone's hand' " (I Sam.10:4). 

 
Imagine this scenario; You are at a championship basketball game and with 30 seconds left and 

your team ahead by 2, there is a struggle for the ball and it goes out of bounds. The referee 
signals that it is the other team's ball when one of your players gives the ball to the official and 
says that it actually bounced off of him... Many in the crowd think they have watched a moment 

of stupidity, but it was really a display of integrity... In today's verse, (read vs.1-5) an aged 
Samuel is letting the people know that he has always treated then with fairness. By demanding 
a king, they questioned Samuel's integrity, even though he had devoted his entire life to serving 

the Lord. Integrity is a character trait that every Christian should desire to possess. It is built 
upon a consistency of action and a willingness to maintain honesty even in the toughest of 

situations... We show integrity each time we choose to stand by our morals and principles. By 
doing this, we strengthen our resolve and ability to do the right things at all times... It is our 

integrity that allows us to stand firm in our convictions during times of temptation. It is our ally 
and a witness to others that we have the conviction to stand tall and do the right things. Integrity 
is one of those integral things that allows us to build a solid reputation. It allows folks to look at 
us and know that we can be trusted. So.... In crunch time, do you tell the official that the ball 

touched you last? "Thus, by their fruit you will recognize them... " (Matt.7:20). 
 

Have a great day... Go about doing good.... Love mark Phil.4:11 
 


