
11/01/2016 
Inside Out 

 
 

"In order that we, who were the first to hope in Christ, might be for the praise of His glory. And 
you were also included in Christ when you heard the word of truth, the gospel of your salvation. 
Having believed, you were marked in Him with a seal, the promised Holy Spirit, who is a deposit 
guaranteeing our inheritance until the redemption of those who are God's possession ----- to the 

praise of His glory" (Eph.1:12-15). 
 

In today's verses, the apostle Paul seems to be alluding to the church as God's special 
inheritance and possession... In the Old Testament, these words used to apply to the nation of 

Israel, but God has now turned international. The common factor of those who are the new 
inheritance and possession, is that they (we) are in Christ...Lets take a look at how we became 

God's special possession. Everything that we both have and are comes from God, and therefore 
returns to God. It has its genesis in His will, and its end in His glory. Yet this "Christian talk" 

comes into direct contact with the human-centeredness of the world. This human-centeredness 
is embodied in a self-centeredness, and our collision with it may be a violent one. Humanity can 
become entwined in its own ego, and it has the utmost confidence in the power of its own will... 
This turns into an insatiable appetite for praise... Unfortunately, that praise is for its own glory. 

As Christians, we were once that hopeless humanity, but we've been turned inside out... We are 
a new society marked in Him with a seal... With this new society comes a fresh new set of 

values, accompanied by new ideals and behavior... And why is that you ask? God's people are 
God's possession. The Holy Spirit is a deposit, guaranteeing our inheritance. As a result, we live 

by God's will, and for God's glory. Take a few moments to consider our "inside out" selves 
today, and think of how our lives are affected by all the spiritual blessings we have received in 

Christ... 
 

Have a wonderful day... Do good and give God the credit... Love mark Phil.4:11 
 
 

11/02/2016 
Praise And Prayer - Striking The Balance 

 
 

"I pray also that the eyes of your heart may be enlightened in order that you may know the hope 
to which He has called you, the riches of His glorious inheritance in the saints" (Eph.1:18). 

 
What do we do when things are going really well in our lives? Let me clarify a bit... Not just really 

well, but the best they could possibly be... Do we put ourselves on cruise-control because we 
would like to freeze ourselves in this moment? Life just doesn't work this way... As the apostle 
Paul writes to the church at Ephesus, he's writing to a group of people he really cares for. He 
has spent about three years with them, and they are very special to him. At this point, Paul 



could put his letter to them on cruise-control, tell them how good they are and move on, but he 
doesn't... The first chapter of Ephesians is a prayer, and Paul is addressing God as he thinks 

about them. We call what he is doing here, intercession. It is important that we not only maintain 
a high level of prayer in order to lead a healthy Christian life, but also strike a balance of praise 
and prayer. I believe that Paul is modeling this behavior here... Despite his gratitude to God for 
the Ephesian people, Paul is still not completely satisfied with them. Read today's verse again 
and you can see that Paul is letting them know that they must appreciate to the fullest possible 
extent, the implications of the blessings they have already received... The operative term is that 
you may know... Growth in knowledge is indispensable for growth in godliness. The knowledge 
that Paul prays for here adds the knowledge of experience to the knowledge of understanding... 
We might want to take a look at verse 17, because it says "so that you may know Him better..." I 

think that means coming to know truths about Him. There is no greater knowledge than the 
knowledge of God Himself. As we get closer to this, we can strike the balance between praise 

and prayer. 
 

Have a great day... Make your little part of the world better... Love mark Phil.4:11 
 
 

11/03/2016 
The Power 

 
 

"I pray that the eyes of your heart be enlightened in order that you may know the hope to which 
He has called you, the riches of His glorious inheritance in the saints, and His incomparably 

great power for us who believe. That power is like the working of His mighty strength, which he 
exerted in Christ when He raised Him from the dead and seated Him at His right hand in the 

heavenly realms..." (Eph.1:18-20). 
 

You might notice that I used this scripture (18) yesterday. For this devotional to make sense, it is 
a perfect segue into the next two verses. The main emphasis of the apostle Paul's prayer in the 
first chapter of Ephesians, is to see that his readers may have a more complete knowledge. A 
knowledge of what you ask? A knowledge of God's call, His inheritance, and His power. Power 

may defined as the capacity or ability to act or do something effectively. Paul prays that "the 
spirit of wisdom and revelation," ( V 17 ) may increase their knowledge of God and enlighten the 
eyes of their heart... That wonderful message is for us today. We cannot infer from this that our 
responsibility is to just pray, wait for illumination, and to not think at all... On the other hand, we 
must not err in the opposite direction, using our minds in thought, but leaving little room for the 
enlightenment of the Holy Spirit... Lets get back to that power thing... Paul brings the two things 

together, when he prays that the minds of his readers may be enlightened to know His 
incomparably great power for those who believe. He explains that God has supplied us with 

evidence of that great power. Jesus showed it on earth when He performed miracles, displaying 
His power over the natural world. God showed us the greatest evidence of His power when He 
raised Jesus from the dead and exalted Him... It is precisely when we use our minds to think 



about what God has done in Christ, that the Holy Spirit will open our eyes to grasp the 
implication of that power... To wrap this up, it would be good for us to read and meditate on the 

rest of chapter one.... It is so wonderful to know that we not only serve a loving God, but a 
powerful one... 

 
Have a great day.... Let His light shine through you today... Love mark Phil.4:11 

 
 

11/04/2016 
News At Eleven 

 
 

"As for you, you were dead in your transgressions and sins, in which you used to live when you 
followed the ways of the world..... Like the rest, we were by nature objects of wrath.... But 
because of His great love for us, God, who is rich in mercy, made us alive with Christ even 

when we were dead in transgressions ---- it is by grace that you have been saved" ( Eph.2:1, 3, 
4-5 ). 

 
If you live in the eastern time zone, "news at 11" was a common term of our past, as it meant 

that at 11 PM the world and local news would be aired. The operative term for 2016 is "news at 
any moment of the day or night." Have good and thoughtful people ever been more depressed 

about the human predicament of the world today? The 24 hour news cycle, of course, feeds into 
this. If we look at our current election season, there are folks on opposite sides that are 

convinced if the "other candidate" is elected that the world will get increasingly worse. Of 
course, every age is bound to have a blurred image of its own problems, because they are too 
close to get them into focus... Its like handing a pair of binoculars to someone to allow them to 
view what you are seeing. Invariably, because their eyes are different than yours, they must 
make an adjustment to see clearly...My mom, who passed away eleven years ago, viewed 

every event as proof that Jesus was coming back soon.... She conveniently forgot of her poverty 
in Europe as a child, and living through the Great Depression in our country... Each generation 

breeds new prophets of doom, and the media enables us to grasp the worldwide extent of evil. It 
all makes the current scene look dark... The 2nd chapter of the Book of Ephesians stands out 
for us with a striking relevance. Paul first brings out the depths of pessimism about humankind 
(especially our past) and then rises to wonderful heights of optimism about God. He paints this 
fantastic mural for us with a vivid and bold contrast between what humankind is by nature, and 

what it can become by grace... With God in our lives, the world is pretty good.... 
 

Have a great day... T   G   I   F         Thank God I'm Forgiven.... Love mark Phil.4:11 
 
 

11/05/2016 
Miracles Of Peter And Paul 

 



 
Last week the quiz was about some of the miracles of Jesus. This week we'll test our Biblical 

knowledge about the miracles performed by Peter and Paul. As always, have fun... 
 

_____ 1. Who did Paul raise from the dead at Troas after he fell out of a window? (a) Tychicus, 
(b) Eutychus, (c) Clydychus,(d) Tertius. 

 
_____ 2. Where did Paul exorcise a spirit from a demon-possessed girl, making her owners 

furious? (a) Philippi, (b) Ephesus, (c) Thessalonica, (d) Derbe. 
 

_____ 3. Who, with Peter, healed a crippled man at the Beautiful Gate? (a) Barnabas, (b) Silas, 
(c) John, (d) he did it by himself.v _____ 4. What sorcerer was blinded at Paul's command? (a) 

Simon, (b) Elymas, (c) Endora, (d) Magnus. 
 

_____ 5. People were cured by Paul when they touched what of his? (a) sandals, (b) hat, (c) 
aprons and handkerchiefs, (d) cloak. 

 
_____ 6. What miraculous occurrence delivered Paul and Silas from prison in Philippi? (a) 

lightening, (b) an earthquake, (c) a cyclone, (d) the doors just opened 
 

_____ 7. Even when bitten by a _________, Paul was not affected. (a) viper, (b) lion, (c) spider, 
(d) demon-possessed girl. 

 
_____ 8. Peter was delivered from prison by an angel how many times? (a) 1, (b) 2, (c) 3, (d) 5. 

 
TRUE or FALSE 

 
 

_____ 9. People wanted Paul's shadow to pass over them to get healed. 
 

_____ 10. When Paul laid his hand on folks in Ephesus, they spoke in tongues and proclaimed 
the Gospel 

 
Have a great weekend and a glorifying and uplifting day of worship on His day.... Love mark 

Phil.4:11 
 
 
 

11/07/2016 
Stayin' Alive 

 
 



"But because of His great love for us, God, who is rich in mercy, made us alive with Christ even 
when we were dead in transgressions ----- it is by grace you have been saved. And God raised 
us up with Christ and seated us with Him in the heavenly realms in Christ Jesus" (Eph.2:4-6). 

 
What was our spiritual condition before Christ came into our lives. If you would describe it as 

lost, I think that your description is spot on... As we take a look at the first verse of today's 
scriptures, the apostle Paul says that we were dead in our transgressions. If that language 

sounds strong, it was meant to! Now please don't think I'm getting back to the disco days with 
my title this morning, sometimes I just get a bit carried away. Paul coins three (3) wonderful verb 
sets, which take up what God did in Christ and links us back to Him in these events. I took the 
liberty to put them in dark print when I wrote them for you. These verbs, made us alive, raised 
us up and seated us, are the bedrock of our Christian faith. It takes the entirety of our Christian 

lives and wraps it up in a very neat fashion... It starts with being made alive in Christ. It was 
necessary for this to take place because we came from being dead in sin... We're told that 

because of God's grace that He raised us up with Christ. It would be great if it ended here, but 
there's a frosting on this cake... God makes the promise to seat us with Him in the heavenly 
realms. Paul makes it crystal clear that all of this is accomplished with absolutely none of our 

own effort, but by the wonderful grace of God. Through Christ, God has prepared us for a life of 
service to Him and to others. We can lose all of what Paul lays out for us here if we don't follow 

through. So... What is our part if we want to get to the promised heavenly realms? You may 
have guessed it.... Its about Stayin' Alive... 

 
Have a great start to your week.... Begin it with a RAK or two. Love mark Phil.4:11 

 
 

11/08/2016 
Away From Hostility 

 
 

"Therefore, remember that formerly you who are Gentiles by birth and called "uncircumcised" by 
those who call themselves "the circumcision" (that done in the body by the hands of men) ---- 
remember that at that time you were separate from Christ, excluded from citizenship in Israel 
and foreigners to the covenants of the promise, without hope and without God in the world" 

(Eph.2:11-12). 
 

Hostility between human beings is not an invention of the twentieth or twenty first centuries... 
Alienation between various groups of people has been around since the dawn of creation. We 

see hostility between nations, individuals and races to the point that it festers like an open 
wound. There was an alienation between the nation of Israel and the countries in proximity to 

them from the time they entered the Promised Land. Unfortunately, little has changed since then 
in this part of the world. Sadly, hostility between Christians is not a stranger to us either. The 

apostle Paul is writing about this in the second chapter of the Book of Ephesians. This hostility 
is between Christians who are either Jews or Gentiles by birth. The Bible speaks of human 



alienation ---- alienation from God our Creator and alienation from each other. There is nothing 
more dehumanizing than this breakdown between human beings, especially if they claim to be 

members of the same faith. "Go into all the world and preach the good news to all creation. 
Whoever believes and is baptized will be saved, but whoever does not believe will be 

condemned" (Mk.16:15-16). How soon we forget the clarion call of Jesus as He spoke His last 
words before being taken up into heaven. His call was for all nations to receive the Good News 
that the Gospel provided, with the promise of salvation attached... In today's verses, Paul lets 
both Jews and Gentiles know that under the banner of Christ, there is to be no hostility. I can 
point to countless scriptures in the New Testament that call for unity among believers... When 

we become Christians, we gain a wonderful citizenry in Jesus' nation... His Kingdom. Lets never 
feel like strangers in a world where we should feel right at home.... One in Christ, away from any 

hostility.... 
 

Have a great day... Do good and give God the credit.... Love mark Phil.4:11 
 
 

11/09/2016 
Solving The Mystery 

 
 

"Surely you have heard of the administration of God's grace that was given to me for you, that 
is, the mystery made known to me by revelation, as I have already written briefly. In reading this, 
then, you will be able to understand my insight into the mystery of Christ, which was not made 
known to men in other generations as it has been revealed by the Spirit of God's holy apostle 

sand prophets" (Eph.3:2-5). 
 

Do you like reading mystery novels? What is a mystery anyway? In a novel, it is a suspenseful 
story that weaves together twists and turns, and invites us to solve it. Paul has already talked 
about the mystery in the book to the Ephesians, without saying it was a mystery. We need to 

know that the word mystery is different in Greek than in English. In Greek, although it means a 
secret as in English, it is no longer closely guarded but open. Christian mysteries are truths 

which, although beyond human discovery, have been revealed by God and so now belong to 
the entire church... Before we go any farther, the mystery involved the acceptance of the 

Gentiles into the church, to be on equal footing with the Jewish Christians... God had a plan 
from the very beginning. Even in the Old Testament, we find that God revealed that He had a 

purpose for the Gentiles. It promised, for example, that all families of the earth would be blessed 
through Abrahams's posterity, and that the Messiah would receive the nations as its inheritance. 
Israel was at first a light to all the nations, but not revealed was that it would be supplanted by 
the church, which would be called the body of Christ. This body would be organically united to 
Him, and that Jews and Gentiles would be incorporated into Christ and His church on equal 
terms. The wonder is that the mystery is not a mystery after all, but of real importance is all 

about what the Lord expects from His church... "Make every effort to keep the unity of the Spirit 



through the bond of peace." (Eph.4:3). To complete this, make sure that you read verses four 
(4) through seven (7). The mystery will be open to all of us... We are the beneficiaries... Enjoy... 

 
Have a great day... Make your little part of the world better.... Love mark Phil.4:11 

 
 

11/10/2016 
We Are What We Pray For 

 
 

"I pray that out of His glorious riches He may strengthen you with power through His Spirit in 
your inner being, so that Christ may dwell in your hearts, through faith" (Eph.3:15-16). 

 
There is a saying out there among nutrition enthusiasts that implies something that we have 
heard for a long time.... "You are what you eat..." If you check out some of the early morning 

informercials on TV, you will find folks shilling for these "amazing" food processing devices that 
of course come with special recipes for making concoctions that will improve your health. If we 
look at the last part of the third (3rd) chapter of Ephesians ( Vs. 14-21) we'll find a prayer by the 
apostle Paul for those he is writing to. Since its there, the prayer is for us too. My informercial for 
you today is to read and meditate on these verses to get a gist for what my title is getting at.... 
Here's what I am saying, and you can give it some thought as to whether you agree or not, and 

even respond to me... One of the best ways to discover a Christian's the chief anxieties, 
ambitions and requests is to study the contents of their prayers. I might take this a bit farther 
and deal with the intensity with which they pray for them too. If I am on point here, we all pray 
about things that are of concern to us and are evidently not as concerned about matters we do 

not include in our prayers. Let me give you an example of one of Paul's heartfelt concerns... 
"Brothers, my heart's desire to God for the Israelites is that they may be saved..." (Rom.10:1). 
Could you tell from this verse (prayer) that the salvation of the Jews really meant a lot to Paul? 
In 1818 the prolific hymn writer, James Montgomery, wrote a song entitled, "PRAYER IS THE 

SOUL'S SINCERE DESIRE." He called it, "the most attractive hymn I ever wrote." The words of 
the 1st stanza say this; "Prayer is the soul's sincere desire, Unuttered or expressed; The motion 
of a hidden fire That trembles in the breast." If we all believe that the foods we eat contribute to 

our overall health, then lets believe this about prayer. What we include in our prayers does 
indeed reflect the things that are really important to us. So.... Do you agree with my title this 

morning? We are what we pray for.... 
 

Have a wonderful day.... Let His light shine through you.... Love mark Phil.4:11 
 
 

11/11/2016 
Mark Twain 

 
 



"So that Christ may dwell in your hearts through faith. I pray that you may be rooted and 
established in love, may have power, together with all the saints, to grasp how wide and long 
and high and deep is the love of Christ, and know this love that surpasses knowledge ---- that 

you may be filled to the measure of all the fullness of God" (Eph.3:17-19). 
 

We all are familiar with the American author, Mark Twain. We also know that his real name was 
Samuel Clemons, and that Mark Twain was his "pen name." Mark twain was a term used on the 

Mississippi River... It referred to the depth of the water, and meant 2 fathoms or 12 feet... 
Riverboats needed a certain amount of water to safely navigate, and Mark twain usually meant 
the starting point for safe water... As we see in today's verses, Paul's prayer for the brethren at 
Ephesus was that Christ might dwell in your hearts... Then he gets to the most important aspect 

of Christ, and that is His love. To describe it in verse 18, he uses measurement words... He 
desires that they (and we) grasp the width, length, height and depth of it. To grasp how long and 
wide and high and deep is the love of Christ... This is such wonderful and descriptive language, 

but Paul goes on to explain more fully. He wanted them and us to understand, using those 
dimensional words, that Christ's love surpasses all knowledge. Although we may grasp the 

dimensions of Christ's love to some extent with our minds, we cannot "know it" in our 
experience. It is too wide, long, high and deep even for all the saints together to grasp it 

because it surpasses all knowledge... Paul had already used this word surpassing to describe 
God's grace; now he uses it of His love. Back in verse 8, he used the term the unsearchable 

riches of Christ. Christ's love might be as unknowable as His riches are unsearchable... 
Doubtless, we may spend eternity exploring the inexhaustible riches of the grace and love of 
Christ. It will be a wonderful and fulfilling search for each of us. Maybe Mark twain is a good 

starting point... 
 

Have a great day... T   G   I   F         Today God Is First.... Love mark Phil.4:11 
 
 

11/12/2016 
Who Said That? 

 
 

This week's quiz is called "Who said that.." I will give you a scriptural quote and you are to name 
the person who said it... As always, have fun.... 

 
_____ 1. "I have need to be baptized by you." (a) Jesus, (b) John the Baptist, (c) Cornelius, (d) 

Clydeous. 
 

_____ 2. "I will not let you go unless you bless me." (a) Jacob, (b) Naaman, (c) Zacchaeus, (d) 
Lot. 

 
_____ 3. "We are all sons of one man; we are honest men, your servants, not spies." (a) Joshua 

and Caleb, (b) Joseph's brothers, (c) sons of Ammon, (d) Rahab's family. 



 
_____ 4. "Let the day perish on which I was born, and the night which said, 'A boy is conceived.' 

" (a) Judas, (b) Saul, (c) Job, (d) Baruch. 
 

_____ 5. "I am going the way of all the earth. Be strong, therefore, and show yourself a man." 
(a) Solomon, (b) Hezekiah, (c) Joash, (d) David. 

 
_____ 6. "Speak, for You servant is listening." (a) Paul, (b) Samuel, (c) Peter, (d) Elijah. 

 
_____ 7. "I saw a dream which made me fearful, and these fantasies as I lay on my bed and the 
visions in my mind kept alarming me." (a) Darius, (b) Jacob, (c) Nebuchadnezzar, (d) Joseph. 

 
_____ 8. "Men of Athens, I observe that you are very religious in all respects." (a) Paul, (b) 

Peter, (c) Plato, (d) Socrates 
 

_____ 9. "I am but a little child; I do not know how to go out or come in." (a) Joash, (b) Solomon, 
(c) Samuel, (d) Benjamin. 

 
_____ 10. "Ananias, why has Satan filled your heart to lie to the Holy Spirit?" (a) John, (b) 

James, (c) Peter, (d) Sapphira. 
 

Have a great weekend and an uplifting and glorifying day of worship on His day... Love mark 
Phil.4:11 

 
 
 

11/14/2016 
The New Society Of Love 

 
 

"Now to Him who is able to do immeasurably more than we all ask or imagine, according to His 
power that is within us, to Him be the glory in the church and in Jesus Christ throughout all 

generations, forever and ever! Amen." (Eph.3:20-21). 
 

Today's two verses are a benediction of the apostle Paul's prayer for the Ephesian people, and I 
think that it sums up and demonstrates God's power. Do you think that it communicates our 
perception and expectation of God? Moreover, I feel that it shows the central role of God's 

church in His plan for the world. The prayer itself, capped off by the benediction, relates to the 
fulfillment of His vision for God's New Society Of Love.... He asks that its members love each 

other and know the love of Christ, that surpasses even knowledge. In today's verses, Paul turns 
from the love of God past knowing, to the power of God past imagining, from the limitless love, 
to immeasurable power... WOW! He is assured, as we ought to be, that only divine power can 
generate divine love in the New Society... To add anything more to this benediction would be 



almost inappropriate, except for the doxology. To Him be the glory... Paul exclaims to God, who 
holds the power of resurrection in His hands, that He alone can make the dream come true. As 
the power comes from Him, the glory must also go to Him. If we complete the doxology, we see 
that it says this; to Him be the glory in the church and in Christ Jesus throughout all generations, 
forever and ever... It is clear to me that the church is being held in very high esteem here. With 
Christ as its head, it is to serve as a beacon in the community and as a peacemaker to a world 

that is sometimes chaotic... In what greater terms can we describe the church today than as The 
New Society Of Love... 

 
Have a great start to your week.... Begin it with a RAK or two.... Love mark Phil.4:11 

 
 

11/15/2016 
Unity Vs. Uniformity 

 
 

"Make every effort to keep the unity of the Spirit through the bond of peace" (Eph.4:3). 
 

The apostle Paul packs a lot of punch into the first six verses of the 4th chapter of Ephesians. It 
would be good for us to read and meditate upon these verses today. Sooner is better than later 
when it comes to moving from just the content of the gospel to living it out in our everyday life. 
The 4th chapter of the Book of Ephesians moves us from an explanation of God's New Society 
to its standards... In offering a clever explanation of Paul's subtle change, he moves here from 

exposition to exhortation... Actually, its not really very subtle as we turn from what God has 
done to what we must be and do. It moves from a mind-stretching theology to concrete, 

down-to-earth implications for everyday living. As we see in today's verse, the explanation and 
exhortation begins with unity. "Make every effort to keep the unity of the Spirit through the bond 
of peace..." Because God's people are called to be one people, their unity must be manifested 

in their values and behavior. As Christians, we are to do everything possible to see that this 
unity is not disturbed. Lets take a look at what he moves on to say; "There is one body, and one 
Spirit ----- just as you were called ----- one Lord, one faith, one baptism; one God and Father of 
all, who is over all and through all" ( Vs. 5-6 ). Whew! Paul apparently has in mind that which 

identifies all believers as belonging together. The term "one" is central in understanding this. We 
can not be a unified body if we do not conform to a set of these important "ones...." I will allow 

you to ponder this morning if you think that unity and uniformity are the same thing. If you 
desire, you can get back to me on this. Needless to say, the catch word for today is unity... 

 
Have a wonderful day... Do good and give God the credit... Love mark Phil.4:11 

 
 

11/16/2016 
Who Do You Like? 

 



 
"Be completely humble and gentle; be patient, bearing with one another in love" (Eph.4:2). 

 
Lets continue down the path of unity we started on yesterday. Did you read the 1st six verses of 
Ephesians chapter four? A good church is all about relationships... Without loving relationships 
between its members, a church will simply whither and die. Yesterday, verse three emphasized 
that we make every effort to keep the unity of the Spirit through the bond of peace.... As this is 

referring to the church, my title comes into play. Who do you like? Are the people we 
immediately like the people who give us the respect we deserve, while the folks we immediately, 

instinctively dislike are those who don't treat us very well? If this is true, then personal vanity 
that has crept into our relationships. Jesus' words about relationships ring through the corridors 
of time to get us straight about this... "If you love only those who love you, what reward will you 
get? Are not even the tax collectors doing that? And if you greet only your brothers, what are 

you doing more than others? Do not even pagans do that?" (Matt.5:46-47). Jesus even went a 
step ahead as we read the next verse... "Be perfect, therefore, as your heavenly Father is 
perfect..." He tells us this is the way to be if we are striving toward perfection... Paul is just 

amplifying the words of Jesus. Instead of maneuvering for the respect of others, (this is pride) 
we are to give them respect by recognizing their God-given worth. (this is humility) In this way, 
we will be promoting harmony. As Christians, the tension of a struggle between humility and 

pride should not exist... I think that the words of Jesus and Paul light the path of unity within the 
church for all of us... 

 
Have a great day.... Make your little part of the world better... Love mark Phil.4:11 

 
 

11/17/2016 
Vive La Difference 

 
 

"It was He who gave some to be apostles, some to be prophets, some to be evangelists, and 
some to be pastors and teachers, to prepare God's people for works of service, so that the body 
of Christ may be built up until we all reach unity in the faith and in the knowledge of the Son of 
God and become mature, attaining the whole measure of the fullness of Christ" (Eph.4:12-13). 

 
You might remember a couple of days ago that the devotional posed the question of whether 

uniform and uniformity were the same thing. I think that verses 7-14 of the 4th chapter of 
Ephesians makes it crystal clear that uniform does not mean uniformity. The giver of special 
spiritual gifts in the 1st century gave these different gifts that would serve different purposes. 
The purpose they all had in common was all about the building up of the church, which only 

grows through truth and love... The apostle Paul opens up to us what his vision of the church 
really is. God's society is to display charity, unity, diversity and growing maturity... These are the 
characteristics of a life that is worthy of God, and the apostle begs us to lead that life. The more 
we share Paul's perspective, the more we will strive to attain the qualities necessary to please 



the Lord. Just as folks received special spiritual gifts in the 1st century, each of us have certain 
abilities too... "The body is a unit, though it is made up of many parts; and though the parts are 
many, they form one body" ( I Cor.12:12). We are all either arms, legs, eyes, ears, fingers, toes, 

noses or feet. In order for the body to be functioning the way it should, all of its diverse parts 
must work in harmony and unison with one another. In this way, we grasp with more clarity the 
kind of new society God wants His church to be... You remember the Three Musketeer mantra, 
don't you? "One for all and all for one..." Different people from different backrounds with different 

talents and abilities??? Paul says that this is the way it is. I would say, "Vive La Difference..."  
 

Have a wonderful day... Let His light shine through you... Love mark Phil.4:11 
 
 

11/18/2016 
The Big Five 

 
 

"Therefore I, the prisoner of the Lord, implore you to walk in a manner worthy of the calling to 
which you have been called, with all humility and gentleness, with patience, showing tolerance 

for one another in love" (Eph.4:1-2). 
 

I would like to wrap up this section of the Book of Ephesians that literally demands there be 
unity within the members of the church... Paul shows how God has made provision for those in 
the church to live and work together in unity and grow together into maturity. Notice that word 
together... He is telling us that if the church is to function in the way it must, everyone must be 
on the same page. The goal for the church here on earth is for each of its members, no matter 
how diverse they might be, to do all they can to help one another grow into maturity. The Lord 
knows that maturity is not something that is achieved overnight, so He gave us the church with 

the hope that others would help us along the way. "Let us hold unswervingly to the hope we 
profess, for He who promised is faithful. And let us consider how we may spur one another on 
toward love and good deeds" (Heb.10:23-24). The writer of the Book of Hebrews uses the next 
verse to let each of us know how important meeting together really is... I have called the five (5) 
qualities mentioned in today's verse, The Big Five... God has given each of us a precious talent 
or two that will help the growth of the church. Maybe we need to step back and think of ways we 
can utilize these talents to their maximum. Along the way, we must learn how to incorporate The 

Big Five, until they become as natural as eating, drinking and sleeping... The next time you 
pray, ask for help in striving to maintain unity within the church. Perhaps you may want to 

include asking Him to build into you the five (5) foundation stones of Christian unity... Humility... 
Gentleness... Patience... Tolerance... Love... 

 
Have a great day... T   G   I   F         Thank God I'm Forgiven.... Love mark Phil.4:11 

 
 

11/19/2016 



More Of Who Said That 
 
 

I've got more Bible people speaking this morning and its your job to tell just who they are... As 
always, have fun.... 

 
_____ 1. "Who is the Lord, that I should obey Him and let Israel go? (a) Satan, (b) Pharaoh, (c) 

Darius, (d) Clydeous. 
 

_____ 2. "O my son Absalom! O Absalom, my son, my son!" (a) Solomon, (b) Saul, (c) David, 
(d) Josiah. 

 
_____ 3. "I was neither a prophet nor a prophet's son, but I was a shepherd, and I also took 

care of sycamore fruit." (a) Amos, (b) Obadiah, (c) Hosea, (d) Nahum. 
 

_____ 4. "He fell at Jesus' knees and said, 'Go away from me Lord; I am a sinful man!' " (a) 
Peter, (b) John, (c) Thomas, (d) Zacchaeus. 

 
_____ 5. "You stiff-necked people, with uncircumcised hearts and ears! You are just like your 

fathers." (a) Peter, (b) Paul, (c) Jesus, (d) Stephen. 
 

_____ 6. "Why do you come out and line up for battle? Am I not a Philistine and you servants of 
Saul?" (a) Dagon, (b) Goliath, (c) Molech, (d) Casluhim. 

 
_____ 7. "Skin for skin! A man will give all he has for his own life." (a) Herod, (b) Pilate, (c) 

Satan, (d) Solomon. 
 

_____ 8. "The Lord is my rock, my fortress and my deliverer." (a) Paul, (b) Peter, (c) David, (d) 
Samuel. 

 
_____ 9. "If I am a man of God, may fire come down from heaven and consume you and your 

50 men!" (a) Joshua, (b) Elijah, (c) Elisha, (d) Isaiah. 
 

_____ 10. "What am I to do with these people? They are almost ready to stone me?" (a) The 
women caught in adultery, (b) Stephen, (c) Moses, (d) Paul. 

 
Have a great weekend and an uplifting and glorifying day of worship on His day.... Love mark 

Phil.4:11 
 
 
 

11/21/2016 
Unity - But Not At Any Price 



 
 

"Having lost all sensitivity, they have given themselves over to sensuality so as to indulge in 
every kind of impurity, with a continual lust for more" (Eph.4:19). 

 
The apostle Paul has just discussed unity and growing into maturity as twin goals for the church 
which God had brought into existence through the death of Christ. His next important teaching is 

to show that purity is also essential to those that believe in the Lord... Paul saw churches out 
there, that in the name of unity, allowed their members to believe whatever they wished to 

believe and behave in whatever way they wished to behave. This was done to make sure that 
everyone was happy so that they would all stay together. It was a kind of trade-off.... Impurity 
will be tolerated, as long as there is unity. Obviously something is wrong with this picture. To 

take it one step farther, there are those who in the name of purity criticize and scrutinize others 
who truly love and follow Jesus. It is a kind of "holier than thou" attitude... Instead of separation 
from the world, all they achieve is to separate themselves from their brothers and sisters. We 

have just studied about Paul being really concerned about unity in the church, but we see here 
that its purity must never be compromised. In this section of Ephesians we find the apostle's 

perspective on purity in the church... Paul is not off on some island by himself with this teaching, 
as the Bible is filled with admonitions for believers to be pure. Just google "purity of the church 
in the Bible" and see what you find. Over the next few days, we will examine the importance of 

cultivating a culture of purity. I hope we are all uplifted... 
 

Have a great start to your week.... Begin it with a RAK or two.... Love mark Phil.4:11 
 
 

11/22/2016 
Purity - Its About Lifestyle 

 
 

"Get rid of all bitterness, rage and anger, brawling and slander, along with every form of malice" 
(Eph.4:31). 

 
In this section of the Book of Ephesians, the apostle Paul gives rather specific instructions to 

Christians about cultivating purity in an active way. Holiness and purity are not things that one 
can drift in and out of in a casual manner, but they are to became a "lifestyle..." In the very next 
verse, (32) Paul writes about how we should be rather than what we need to give up. He writes; 

"Be kind and compassionate to one another, forgiving each other, just as Christ God forgave 
you." We are not to be merely "spectators" of a sanctification God works in us. Rather than this, 
we are to be "players" in a life consisting of purity and holiness. It is with purpose that we are to 
put aside from us all conduct that is incompatible with our new life in Christ. Instead, we are to 

put on a lifestyle that is compatible with it. It would be really good for us to read Eph.4:17-24 and 
meditate upon it. At the time Paul is writing, he refers to those in the world outside of Christianity 

as pagans. To get his point across about living holy lives, he stresses that they were to no 



longer live as pagans... If we look carefully at Paul's description, we can see the downward 
spiral that folks are in when they allow this pagan lifestyle to dominate their lives. "You were 

taught, with regard to your former way of life, to put off your old self, which is being corrupted by 
its deceitful desires; to be made new in the attitude of your minds; and to put on the new self, 

created to be like God in true righteousness and holiness..." ( Vs 22-24). What Paul is 
describing here in an unequivocal way, is the process of a moral education that all Christians 

are to experience. It is the journey from a world of sin to one of purity and holiness, and we are 
to be on that journey... Why? Because purity is a lifestyle... 

 
Have a wonderful day. Do good and give God the credit.... Love mark Phil.4:11 

 
 

11/23/2016 
Christ - The Substance Of Christian Teaching 

 
 

"You, however, did not come to know Christ that way. Surely you heard of Him and were taught 
in Him in accordance with the truth that is in Jesus" (Eph.4:20-22). 

 
In my teaching days when a test was scheduled, I often gave my students a study guide to help 
them to prepare to take the test. Sometimes I even spent a class period going over the guide 

with them. If they learned all of the material on that study guide, their chances of having a 
successful test result was increased. Verses 20-24 of the 4th chapter of the Book of Ephesians 
is like one of those study guides. It describes the "moral education" that Christian students (we 
are all students) experienced. Take a look at my title this morning... Jesus is Himself the very 
substance of Christian teaching. To put it into grammar terms, He is both the subject and the 
predicate and every other part of speech. When Jesus Christ is at once the subject and object 

and the environment of the moral instruction being given, we may have confidence that it is truly 
Christian... Why? For truth is in Jesus! Lets just read and absorb today's two verses. "You, 

however, did not come to know Christ that way. Surely you heard of Him and were taught in Him 
in accordance with the truth that is in Jesus." Lets finish this thought through to its completion... 
"You were taught, with regard to your former way of life, to put off your old self, which is being 
corrupted by its deceitful desires; to be made new in the attitude of your minds; and to put on 

the new self, created to be like God in true righteousness and holiness" ( Vs. 23-24 ). What sort 
of Christ were they and we to learn of? Its even more than the Word made flesh or the unique 
God-man, who died, rose and reigns... We must also live and model the rules of righteousness 

He ushered in, complete with the moral demands of this new life. Christ has passed out the 
study guide, and we are to learn the standards and values that come with being a real Christian. 

Lets all study it and pass the test... 
 

Have a great day....You can make your little part of the world better.... Love mark Phil.4:11 
 
 



11/24/2016 
Happy Thanksgiving 

 
 

"Enter His gates with thanksgiving and His courts with praise; give thanks to Him and praise His 
name. For the Lord is good and His love endures forever; His faithfulness continues through all 

generations" (Psa.100:4-5). 
 

First of all, I hope that you all have a very Happy Thanksgiving Day... Just the sound of the word 
thanksgiving should engender in us a feeling about God and life. I guess that on this day many 
people pause and think of things that they are thankful for, and this is good. Our rationale ought 
to be a reminder that the Lord blesses us richly. With this in mind, each day ought to be a day of 
thanksgiving. We must be of the mindset that our blessings come from the Lord, and not allow 

our prosperity to ever cloud that out... Maybe one reason that we are not more thankful is a 
short memory. What did God do for me yesterday, last week, a year ago? If we begin each day 
with a laundry list of requests to God in prayer, do we pause through the day and actually think 
of those things and how God is working on them? If we don't. we'll start the next day the same 
way, consisting of requests without thanksgiving. What's the remedy? It is good to emphasize 

spiritual requests over physical ones... Misfortunes can often bring us to God in prayer, but what 
about all those times that things are humming along well... Do we pause in thanksgiving? Lastly, 
I think that thanksgiving begins where self-centeredness ends. Lets be sure to give thanks for all 

of those who have helped us on our journey. As we learn the habit of thanking people and 
acknowledging our dependence on them, we develop a keener sense of our dependence on 

God. There is nothing good that does not come from God... There is nothing bad in anything He 
does or in anything He designs. So as we come to Thanksgiving Day, let us give thanks to the 

great Benefactor whose goodness many people on this day will ignore and resent. Let us not be 
among them. Let us prove ourselves to be God's children by giving Him the praise He is due... 

I'll finish with one of my favorite scriptures... "Do not be anxious in anything, but in everything, by 
prayer and petition, with thanksgiving, present your requests to God. And the peace which 

transcends all understanding, will guard your hearts and minds in Christ Jesus..." (Phil.4:6-7) 
 

Let His light shine through all of us today.... Love mark Phil.4:11 
 
 

11/25/2016 
The New Improved Me 

 
 

"You were taught, with regard to your former way of life, to put off your old self, which is being 
corrupted by its deceitful desires; to be made new in the attitude of your minds; and to put on 

the new self..." (Eph.4:22-24a). 
 



At their conversion, the Ephesians were to put off, like a rotten garment, their old humanity. In 
turn, they were to put on, like new clothing, the new humanity created in God's image. This was 
quite a challenge for them, just as it is for each one of us... When this happens, they and we can 

be logically instructed to put away all the old practices that belong to that past life we have 
rejected. A new behavior is to be completely consistent with the persons that they and we have 

become, thus my title today, "The New Improved Me..." In a marvelous way, Paul easily 
descends from lofty theological talk about our two humanities about the Christ we have learned, 

to the new experience(s) we are to model in our everyday life... He gets to the reality-gritty of 
Christian behavior. I will lay down a challenge to you this morning, but you'll have to read a few 

verses to take it... From Eph.4:25 to Eph.5:4, Paul lists six (6) examples of sins we are to put off, 
noting the positive command with each instruction... They are: (1) V 25, (2) Vs. 26-27, (3) V 28, 
(4) Vs. 29-30, (5) Vs. 4:31- 5:2, (6) Vs.5:3-4). I think that Paul makes these admonitions for us to 
obey because we are all members of one body, and the effects of obeying them influence that 
body... If we are to be unified as a church, it needs to be exhibited in the way we behave. This 

unity of the body is to be reflected by the purity and holiness of its members. Through our call to 
believe, by putting off the old and donning the new, we are a part of the new society He created. 

For each of us to help make it work, its all about The New Improved Me... 
 

Have a great day... T   G   I   F         Today God Is First.... Love mark Phil.4:11 
 
 

11/26/2016 
More Who Said That 

 
 

The "who said that" has seemed to be a pretty popular quiz topic, so I've got some more for you 
this morning.... As always, have fun. 

 
_____ 1. "The scepter shall not depart from Judah, nor the ruler's staff from between his feet 

until Shiloh comes." (a) Samuel, (b) Isaac, (c) Jacob, (d) David. 
 

_____ 2. "Why should you go with me? Have I sons yet in my womb that they may be your 
husbands? Return my daughters!" (a) Hanna, (b) Naomi, (c) Ruth, (d) Rubious. 

 
_____ 3. "Is it well, your master's murderer?" (a) Jehu, (b) Ahaziah, (c) Jezebel, (d) Ahab. 

 
_____ 4. "Consider now, for the Lord has chosen you to build a house for the sanctuary; be 

courageous and act." (a) Saul, (b) David, (c) Solomon, (d) Clydeous. 
 

_____ 5. "Behold, a virgin shall be with child and bear a son, and she will call his name 
Immanuel." (a) an angel, (b) Holy Spirit, (c) Joel, (d) Isaiah. 

 



_____ 6. "I heard the sound of you in the garden, and I was afraid." (a) Adam, (b) Peter, (c) 
Andrew, (d) John. 

 
_____ 7. "Get away from me! Beware, do not see my face again, for in the day you see my face 

you shall die!" (a) God, (b) Satan, (c) Pharaoh, (d) Moses. 
 

_____ 8. "_________ said, "How long will you hesitate between two opinions? If the Lord is 
God, follow Him; but if Baal, follow him' " (a) Elisha, (b) Elijah, (c) Obadiah, (d) Baasha. 

 
_____ 9. "Out of the eater came something to eat, and out of the strong came something 

sweet." (a) Samuel, (b) Hosea, (c) Molech, (d) Samson. 
 

_____10. "He will also take your daughters for perfumers and cooks and bakers. He will take 
the best of your fields and vineyards." (a) Eli, (b) Samuel, (c) Solomon, (d) Jezebel. 

 
Have a great weekend and an uplifting and glorifying day of worship on His day..... Love mark 

Phil.4:11 
 
 
 

11/28/2016 
 

A Call To Righteousness 
 
 

"For you know with certainty, that no immoral or impure person or covetous man, who is an 
idolater, has an inheritance in the kingdom of Christ and God. Let no one deceive you with 

empty words, for because of these things the wrath of God comes upon the sons of 
disobedience. Therefore do not be partakers with them" (Eph.5:5-7). 

 
One of the great things about being a classroom teacher was seeing "the light bulb come on." It 

was that great moment when you knew that your students had learned what you had been 
teaching. What is it like for you when you really know something for sure? In today's verses, the 
apostle Paul issues a warning to Christians everywhere. He says that the greedy want "things" 
more than they want God, and those things may actually serve as a replacement for God. I am 
going to call this practice, "idolatry inheritance." He lists other forms of greed and the results are 

the same. Lets make no mistake here... Doctrine does matter! Good Christian conduct does 
indeed arise out of sound doctrine. It is only when we have grasped clearly just who we are in 
Christ, that the desire to grow flourishes within us. It encourages us to live a life worthy of our 

calling and fitting to our character as a part of God's new society... Its our own light bulb coming 
on... Its getting that grasp on who we are and experiencing the change necessary to live as 

children of light in the fullness of the Holy Spirit. Although Christians live in normal social 
relationships with others, as did Jesus, they are not to participate in the sinful lifestyle of 



unbelievers. This week we'll look at some scriptures in Ephesians that move on from unity and 
holiness. They transition on from models of Christian behavior to motivation, adding powerful 

incentives to righteous living... They are a call to us... A call to righteousness... 
 

Have a great start to your week.... Begin it with a RAK or two... Love mark Phil.4:11 
 
 

11/29/2016 
Lighten Up 

 
 

"But among you there must not even be a hint of sexual immorality. or any kind of impurity, or of 
greed, because these are improper for God's holy people..... For you were once darkness, but 

now you are light in the Lord. Live as children of light for the fruit of the light consists in all 
goodness, righteousness and truth." (Eph.5:3; 8-9). 

 
Yesterday's verses (Eph.5:5-7) had an air of doom to them. They said that no one with all of 

those evil attributes has any inheritance in the kingdom of Christ and of God.... Those are strong 
admonitions, and are actually a continuation of verse three(3). It should not be understood as 
teaching that a single immoral thought, word or deed, is enough to disqualify us from heaven; 
otherwise, which of us would hope to qualify for admission? For those who fall into such sins 
through weaknesses, but afterward repent in shame and humility, there is forgiveness. The 
immoral person described here is the one who has turned away without remorse, shame or 

humility... Lest we think that the apostle Paul is all about doom and gloom here, we have verses 
eight and nine (8-9) to show us what we are to be. Paul makes that wonderful contrast, just as 
Jesus did, of light to darkness to tell us more about righteous living... It would be good for us to 
pursue these thoughts down to verse twenty one (21) to get the real flavor of Paul's message. 

When we decided to follow Jesus, we came out of darkness and it says that now you are light in 
the Lord. Light makes everything visible, even sin, so our transformation from darkness to light 
lays everything we do right out in the open. All aspects of our lives ought to be guided by the 

principle that all things we do are shown to others, but especially to God. In this light, we are to 
be watchful over our Christian life. We ought to revel in this light because it shows others that 
we are truly Christians and we have nothing to hide. As the Spirit guides down the right path, 

that light shows us the way... My advice to all of you this morning? Lighten up... 
 

Have a great day... Do good and give God the credit.... Love mark Phil.4:11 
 
 

11/30/2016Going For The Wisdom 
 
 



"Therefore be careful how you walk, not as unwise men but as wise, making the most of every 
opportunity, because the days are evil. So then do not be foolish, but understand what the will of 

the Lord is" (Eph.5:15-17). 
 

It would be good for us to note a few important words in today's verses. The words, be careful 
jump out at me... Having emphasized the contrast between light and darkness, the apostle Paul 
now turns to the contrast between wisdom and foolishness. The next word that leaps from the 

scriptures today is opportunity... The foolish person has no strategy for life and therefore misses 
opportunities to live for the Lord in an evil environment. This is not the only time Paul addresses 

that we ought to conduct our lives with wisdom...."Conduct yourselves with wisdom toward 
outsiders, making the most of your opportunities" (Col.4:5). He may be saying that we take care 

over the things that really matter to us ----- our education, our job, our home, our family, our 
hobbies and our relationships with God and others. So as Christians, we must be watchful over 

our Christian life and take good care of it. This is the real root of our righteousness. In verse 
seventeen (17) the contrast continues. Foolish and unrighteous people not only miss 

opportunities to make wise use of their time, but have a more fundamental problem.... They 
have missed out on what God's real purpose for humankind and Christians is. In I Kings 3:9, 
Solomon asked for wisdom to rule over his people. It would be good for us to ask for it in our 

prayers too, so that we would make the most of our opportunities to serve the Lord... Going for 
the wisdom... 

 
Have a wonderful day... Make your little part of the world better.... Love mark Phil.4:11 

 


