
09/01/2016 
Where'd They Go And What Did They Forget? 

 
 

"Then He said to him, 'Rise and go; your faith has made you well' " (Lk 17:19). 
 

"Give thanks with a grateful heart, give thanks to the Holy One, Give thanks because He's given 
Jesus Christ, His Son. 

Give thanks with a grateful heart, give thanks to the holy One, Give thanks because He;s given 
Jesus Christ, His Son. 

And now let the weak say, 'I am strong,' Let the poor say, 'I am rich because of what the Lord 
has done for us.' 

Give thanks........... give thanks............ give thanks!" 
 

From the song Give Thanks.... Words by Henry Smith 1978 
 

If I had just been cleansed of the most dreaded disease then known to man, I might have 
booked out of there too... Family and friends would need to know as quickly as possible, and 
there was a that "normal' life that I could resume. Just out of curiosity, how would explain my 
newly found cleanliness, and how would everyone react? I assume that nine of the cleansed 

lepers did just this, except for the Samaritan who returned to praise God and to thank Jesus... 
Just for the record, God expects thanks. In verse 17, Jesus states succinctly that ten lepers 
were cleansed... "Where are the other nine?" The writer of the Book of Hebrews says this; 

"Through Jesus, therefore, let us continually offer to God a sacrifice of praise ---- the fruit of lips 
that confess His name" (13:15). I believe that the story involves the returning of the Samaritan 
for a reason. Just as we learn from the parable of The Good Samaritan, that perhaps the most 
unlikely man would do the good deed, we need to know about the compassion of Jesus. He 
came to serve and to save the world from sin. We must each personalize Jesus, to the point 
that we can admit that He came to save a sinner like me. As we look at the miracles of our 
Savior, we see that they are not the main part of the story. The miracles opened doors; they 

play a supportive role in a message of redemption, forgiveness and promise. As we look at the 
personal application of this miracle to our lives, if we were one of those cleansed lepers, would 

we have cried out and given thanks? Why do I ask this? Because we all need Jesus' 
deliverance, just like the lepers did, and if we have received it, we need to constantly give 

thanks... 
 

Have a wonderful day... Let His light shine through you.... Love mark Phil.4:11 
 
 

09/02/2016 
From A Night Visitor To An Honorer 

 
 



"There was a man of the Pharisees named Nicodemus, a ruler of the Jews. This man came to 
Jesus at night and said to Him, 'Rabbi, we know you are a teacher come from God; for no one 

can do the signs that you do unless God is with Him...' And Nicodemus, who first came to Jesus 
by night, also came bringing a mixture of myrrh and aloes, about 100 pounds" (Jn.3:1-2; 19:39). 

 
As John writes His Gospel, he tends to select characters who were representative of different 
responses to Jesus. Nicodemus is one of those characters. Because he had seen or heard of 

many of the miracles Jesus had performed, he came to ask about the man Himself. We always 
make a big deal, and perhaps rightly so, that he came at night. It would seem that he wanted to 
know stuff about Jesus, but didn't want his fellow Pharisees to know what he wanted to know... 
He was favorably disposed toward Jesus but lacked to courage to make a clean break with a 

comfortable and respected position in Jewish circles. You might say that ambiguity surrounded 
Nicodemus... He clearly believed, but was something less than a full-fledged follower of the 
Lord. As we fast-forward to Jesus' crucifixion, we find Nicodemus teaming with Joseph of 

Arimathea, to see that Jesus gets a proper burial. This act was not done covertly, as his first 
visit was, but out in the open for all to see. Nicodemus ended up being a person to stand up for 
Jesus, and help to bury the Savior of the world... He was a follower in secret at first, but Jesus 
changed him ---- just like following Jesus should make a change in everyone's life when they 

decide to believe in Him. Many Christians today love and believe in Jesus, but they want Him on 
their own terms. Jesus changes us, so that we will change the world, and we can only do this if 

we stand up for Him... It should the difference between night and day.... 
 

Have a wonderful day... T   G   I   F         Thank God I'm Forgiven.... Love mark Phil.4:11 
 
 

09/03/2016 
Supernatural Fire 

 
 

I have always, especially as a youngster, had an affinity toward fire, so this quiz is right down 
my alley. Today you will be tested about some supernatural fire... As always, have fun, and 

don't get burned... 
 

1. What two cities were destroyed when the Lord rained down sulfur on them? 
_________________ and _____________________ 

 
2. When the Israelites were wandering in the wilderness, what led them by night? 

___________________________________________ 
 

_____ 3. According to Daniel, this astonishing person's throne was flaming with fire. Who was 
he? (a) the lion beast, (b) the bear beast, (c) the Ancient of days, (d) the leopard beast. 

 



_____ 4. What did the seraph touch Isaiah's tongue with? (a) a burning coal, (b) a torch, (c) a 
piece of burning iron, (d) it doesn't say. 

 
5. According to Revelation, what place is reserved for those whose names are not in the book of 

life? ____________________________________________ 
 

_____ 6. What did the cherubim use to guard the entrance to Eden? (a) lightening, (b) a flaming 
sword, (c) burning brimstone, (d) a blowtorch. 

 
7. How did God first appear to Moses? ____________________________________________ 

 
_____ 8. The phenomenon of lightening accompanied which of the plagues in Egypt? (a) 

locusts, (b) hail, (c) frogs, (d) boils, (e) gnats. 
 

9. What two men saw a chariot of fire and horses of fire? ______________________ and 
_______________________. 

 
10. What happened to Aaron's two sons as a result of making an improper offering to God? 

________________________________________________ 
 

Have a great weekend.... I hope your worship to God tomorrow is both glorifying and uplifting.... 
Love mark Phil.4:11 

 
 

09/05/2016 
Healing On The Sabbath Vs. Doing Good 

 
 

"Indignant because Jesus had healed on the Sabbath, the synagogue ruler said to the people, 
'There are six days for work. So come and be healed on those days, not on the Sabbath' " 

(Lk.13:14). 
 

There is little doubt that the religious leaders among the Jews could afford to be indifferent to 
the impact that Jesus was having on the people of Galilee. Wherever he went, huge crowds 

gathered around Him. I would also not doubt that some folks, in order to ingratiate themselves 
to the Pharisees, reported Jesus' actions to them. I might also imagine that they sent out their 

own people to spy on Him. Like a political campaign, if they could dig around and find some dirt 
on Jesus, it would be to their advantage... The Law of Moses prescribed that God's people were 

to commemorate the Sabbath. The Sabbath was a day of rest, when families were to bond in 
the fellowship of their homes, but that did not settle the matter. Conscientious Jews hardly were 

to be faulted for asking what qualified as "work." Did one have to lie in a horizontal position? 
Could they walk around? If so, how far could they walk and what could they actually do? It is 

against this backdrop, that Jesus heals two people (Lk.13:10-13); Matt.12:1-13) on the 



Sabbath... In both cases, the religious leaders were highly indignant that Jesus had performed 
this "work" on the Sabbath. Isn't it sad when one's faith is judged by such nitpicking little things... 

There is never a time in our lives that doing good for others should not be considered a 
treasure. We have the example of Jesus' miracles to guide us, for in them, Jesus recorded 

publicly His involvement for good in the quality of human life, both in this world and in the one to 
come. He has set the bar for us and created the standard. "Let us not become weary in doing 

good, for at the proper time we will reap a harvest if we do not give up" (Gal.6:9). 
 

Have a great start to your week... Begin it with a RAK or two... Love mark Phil.4:11 
 
 

09/06/2016 
So - What Can Be Done On The Sabbath? 

 
 

"Look! Your disciples are doing what is unlawful on the the Sabbath. Jesus answered, 'Haven't 
you read what David did when he and his companions were hungry? He entered the house of 

God, and he and his companions ate the consecrated bread --- which was not lawful for them to 
do, but only for the priests. Or haven't you read in the Law that on the Sabbath the priests in the 

temple desecrate the day and yet are innocent' " (Matt.12:2-5). 
 

As the 12th chapter of Matthew begins, a time is recorded when Jesus and His disciples walk 
through grainfields on the Sabbath. They were hungry, and the Law prescribed that passersby 
could help themselves to grain they consumed on the spot.. (Deut.23:25). As we see in today's 

verses, the Pharisees denied that people could do this on the Sabbath. Their reasoning was 
that the kernels had to be separated from the husk to be eatable; the plucking of the grain and 
grinding it to separate the kernels from the husks constituted work... We would probably look at 
this and say. "how silly is that!" Jesus, this upstart Teacher from Nazareth, had the effrontery to 
dismiss traditional definitions of work that had been hammered out over centuries... (His own 

"how silly is this?") And just what was His justification for doing this? Jesus cited scripture, and 
scripture took precedence over tradition... It might be interesting to note that He and the 

disciples went from here into their synagogue where they confronted a man with a shriveled 
hand. When asked if it is lawful to heal on the Sabbath, Jesus replied; "If any of you has a 

sheep and it falls into a pit on the Sabbath, will you not take hold of it and pull it out? How much 
more valuable is a man than a sheep! Therefore it is lawful to do good on the Sabbath" 

(Vs.11-12). Jesus then healed the man. For us, we have the scriptures to let us know when it is 
right to do good..."Therefore, as we have opportunity, let us do good to all people, especially to 
those who belong to the family of God" (Gal.6:10). The Bible lets us know uncategorically, that 
doing good is great all of the time... Hopefully, there are no Pharisees around telling us that we 

should not. The good that we do is done for the glory of the Lord... 
 

Have a great day.... Do good and give God the credit... Love mark phil.4:11 
 



 
09/07/2016 

Compassion For The Suffering 
 
 

"Now He was teaching in one of the synagogues on the Sabbath. And behold, there was a 
woman who had a spirit of infirmity 18 years, and was bent over and could in no way raise 

herself up. But Jesus saw her, He called her to Him and said to her, 'Woman, you are loosed 
from your infirmity.' And He laid His hands on her, and immediately she was made straight, and 

began glorifying God" (Lk.13:10-13). 
 

If we look in just a cursory manner at the Gospels, we can readily see that most of those who 
belonged to the sect known as the Pharisees were persistent opponents of Jesus. They 
constantly attempted to discredit His teachings and to offer alternate explanations for His 

miracles, but the danger they presented went even deeper... Jesus called their hypocrisy, "the 
leaven of the Pharisees." Why? Because like yeast in bread dough, the leaven did its work in a 
manner that is hardly perceptible... Their thinking could easily work its way into the thinking and 
behavior of His disciples. The doctrines would work in an insidious way, that could undermine all 
that Jesus had done. Through all this, we find in today's verses that Jesus went through and by 

all of this, as He had compassion on a woman and healed her. We cannot afford to take a 
Pharisee-like hypocrisy into our lives... It can silently act like leaven, and spoil the good behavior 
we are to exhibit. As Christians, Jesus insists that our righteousness exceeds that of people in 
the world. It insists that like Jesus, we are to have compassion on those around us. If we live 

this way, each day can end as today's verses do... In doing good, we glorify God.... 
 

Have a great day.... Make your little part of the world better... Love mark Phil.4:11 
 
 

09/08/2016 
Right And Wrong Reactions 

 
 

"And Jesus answered him, 'You hypocrites! Doesn't each of you on the Sabbath untie his ox or 
donkey from the stall and lead it out to give it water? Then should not this woman, a daughter of 
Abraham, whom Satan has kept bound for 18 long years, be set free on the Sabbath day from 

what has bound her?' " (Lk.13:15-16). 
 

Luke doesn't mention any Pharisees present to confront Jesus when He healed the woman of 
her 18 year malady, but the chief synagogue official found the same sort of fault with Him that 
had been found by the Pharisees on other occasions... (Lk.14:3). Even though a miraculous 
event such as the healing of a woman who suffered from a spirit of infirmity for 18 years was, 

just by the nature of the case, a testimony to God's approval, the Pharisees defined the healing 
as work... Now that's a wrong reaction! Notice in today's verses that He took their mistaken logic 



and exploded it. Also notice that Jesus did not shy away from a confrontation when a matter of 
spiritual importance was at stake. Often, by means of miracles, Jesus impressed upon believers 

that evil and suffering in the world were fruits of disobedience to God. It wasn't enough to say 
that the woman who was bent over and suffering in pain just had an infirmity... Luke said she 
had "a spirit of infirmity..." Jesus Himself said that this child of Abraham had been "bound by 

Satan" for 18 years, and He healed her right there on the Sabbath... Now that's the right 
reaction! Lets all remember that Satan is the father of murder, lies, disease, suffering and death. 

To follow him is to succumb to the enemy of goodness, peace, kindness, patience and love. 
When we decide to follow Jesus, who through His miracles showed His involvement for good in 
the quality of life, both in this world and in the one to come, we have made a good choice. Now 

that's a good reaction.... 
 

Have a wonderful day... T   G   I   F         Today God Is First.... Love mark Phil.4:11 
 
 

09/09/2016 
The Secret Service 

 
 

Can you break this "secret code?" 
 

"Lquorj qh Ctkocvjgc dgiigf Rkncvg vjg dqfw qh Lguwu." 
 

"Now there was a man named Joseph, a member of the Council, a good and upright man, who 
had not consented of their decision and action. He came from the town of Arimathea and he 

was waiting for the kingdom of God" (Lk.23:50-51). 
 

Like Nicodemus who came to Jesus at night, (Jn.3;2) Joseph of Arimathea was also a "secret" 
disciple of Jesus. Today's "secret code" is actually a verse from the Bible.(KJV) I think that 

Joseph, like Nicodemus wanted to follow Jesus, but they would certainly risk their religious and 
social standing if they did... Joseph and Nicodemus didn't really step up and be counted as 

disciples of Jesus until the very end ---- after Jesus had been crucified. Both men wanted to be 
sure that Jesus had a proper burial, but up until this time, both were followers "in secret.." I 

heard a story about a man that worked in the same plant on the same schedule for 15 years. A 
visiting preacher asked him how difficult it was to be a Christian in such a non-Christian 

environment for that long. The man's response was, "I don't think they know I'm a Christian..." 
We might say how sad this is, but do folks that are in our "non-Christian" circle know the depths 

of our faith? Courage is when one takes a stand. It is taking a stand, even in the face of 
incredible odds, when the cards are seemingly stacked against us... In taking the stand, we 
might feel that we have everything to lose... Joseph was a rich and well-connected Jewish 

leader. Asking (the KJV says begging) for the body of Jesus could have destroyed his 
reputation and the life he had built over the years... Although he started as a secret disciple of 
Jesus, in the end when all the disciples had left, he had the courage to risk it all for Jesus to 



have a proper burial... At a pivotal crossroad in his life, Joseph stepped up to the plate and hit a 
home run... Lets make sure that each time an opportunity arises to witness for the Lord, that we 

are not relegated to the secret service... 
 

Have a great day... Let His light shine through you... Love mark Phil.4:1 
 
 

09/10/2016 
 

Saturday Qiuiz 
 
 

Today's quiz is all about encounters with angels in the Bible. I hope you still have an angelic 
disposition after taking the quiz... As always, have fun.... 

 
___ 1. The angel that appeared to the banished Hagar, told to give her son what name? (a) 

Isaac, (b) Jacob, (c) Ishmael, (d) Clydeous. 
 

___ 2. How many angels rescued Lot and his family from the city of Sodom? (a) 1, (b) 2, (c) 3, 
(d) it doesn't say. 

 
___ 3. What apostle was released from prison by an angel who opened the iron gate? (a) Peter, 

(b) Paul, (c) John, (d) Andrew. 
 

___ 4. What made Balaam's donkey turn away from the angel that only he could see? (a) a 
strange glow, (b) a drawn sword, (c) his ugliness, (d) its attire. 

 
___ 5. Joshua encountered an angel who was captain of the host of the Lord. What was the 
angel's purpose? (a) scare Joshua, (b) encourage Joshua, (c) intimidate Joshua, (d) tell him 

how to conquer Jericho. 
 

___ 6. An angel of the Lord instructed Philip to go to Gaza. Who did he meet along the way? (a) 
Paul, (b) Peter, (c) an Ethiopian, (d) Candace. 

 
___ 7. What was the name of the angel who appeared to Mary and Zacharias? (a) Gideon, (b) 

Gabriel, (c) Zatara, (d) it doesn't name him. 
 

___ 8. Who's sterile mom was visited by an angel and told that she must raise her son as a 
dedicated Nazarite? (a) Mary, (b) Hannah, (c) Samson, (d) Zelah. 

 
___ 9. Elijah was nurtured by an angel after his flight from what queen? (a) Athaliah, (b) 

Maachah, (c) Sheba, (d) Jezebel. 
 



___10. What kindly act did the angel who Jacob wrestled with perform afterward? (a) fixed his 
hip, (b) blessed him, (c) protected him, (d) made him stronger. 

 
Have a great weekend and an uplifting and glorifying day of worship on His day... Love mark 

Phil.4:11 
 
 
 

09/12/2016 
Miracles And Foregiveness 

 
 

"When Jesus saw their faith, He said to the paralytic, 'Son, your sins are forgiven you' " 
(Mk.2:5). 

 
People of every generation share certain cultural mores... Men and women dress in clothing 

appropriate to their sex, and marriage customs mark the beginning of homes. For this reason, 
conventional beliefs and practices usually go unnoticed or unquestioned... Life is kept simple by 
settling little questions and moving within the accepted norms. During the some 1,500 years that 
the Bible was written, there was always this accepted truth.... There was reality in a belief of the 
Divine. Literary records that have survived from the ancient world indicate that it had few if any 
atheists... Mysteries were understood in terms of higher powers and belief in miracles, either 

that they happen or not, begins with the confidence that God reigns over the temporal affairs of 
the world... Jesus not only did miracles, but He gave people reasons for believing that in Him, 

God had manifested Himself. The miracles served the end of faith, and were door-openers for a 
wide range of teachings. Today, we are the beneficiaries of those miracles and those 

teachings... It is against this backdrop, that we look at another miracle of Jesus that is found in 
Mk.2:1-12, the healing of the paralytic let through the roof... In this miracle, Jesus drew the ire of 
the scribes as they said; "Why does this Man speak blasphemies like this? Who can forgive sins 

but God alone?" As we look at this miracle during the week, we'll see that Jesus linked His 
miraculous deeds to the forgiveness of sins. This ability is one of the bedrocks of faith that we 

depend upon. Lets look at it more fully... 
 

Have a great start to your week... There should be RAKs all around.... Love mark Phil.4:11 
 
 

09/13/2016 
Through The Roof 

 
 

"Some men came, bringing Him a paralytic, carried by four of them. Since they could not get 
him to Jesus because of the crowd, they made an opening in the roof above Jesus and, after 

digging through it, lowered the mat the paralyzed man was lying on" (Mk.2:3-4). 



 
The cost of home owner's insurance has "gone through the roof..." When my dad saw what I 

had done to the car, he went "through the roof..." The term "through the roof" has come to mean 
something that has gone to a level beyond normal. I have taken a bit of liberty with my title 

today, with a play on words about what happened in this miracle. Apparently, the home Jesus 
was in became so crowded, that four men bringing a friend who could not walk became 

desperate. They were doggedly determined to get him to Jesus, but could not... A typical home 
in the Middle East had a flat roof accessable by means of an outside staircase... The roof was 

probably made of a thick layer of clay (packed with a stone roller) supported by mats of 
branches across wooden beams. I assume that the paralyzed man's condition was serious 

enough that the men were desperately determined to get to Jesus. We can also assume that 
Jesus' reputation for healing people had preceded Him, and the men were looking for their 

friend to be healed. Jesus did them one better. Through His healing's, Jesus showed His power 
over the natural world, but He came to earth on a mission bigger than just extending a more 

comfortable life to people. He had come to take away sin! The Lord knew that forgiving sin had 
eternal consequences, not just temporal ones... Many people in the grip of disease, however, 
had little awareness of the power sin and guilt had over them. Fast-forwarding 2,000 years, sin 
and guilt still has that same power. The miracle begins with a great show of determination.. We 

all ought to have that same determination to avail ourselves of Jesus' forgiving power. 
Fortunately, we don't have to go through the roof to get to Jesus. 

 
Have a wonderful day... Do good and give God the credit... Love mark Phil.4:11 

 
 

09/14/2016 
Was It Grace Or Blasphemy? 

 
 

"When Jesus saw their faith, He said to the paralytic, 'Son, your sins have been forgiven.' Now 
some teachers of the law were sitting there, thinking to themselves, 'Why does this fellow talk 

like that? He's blaspheming! Who can forgive sins but God alone?' " (Mk.25-7). 
 

First of all, we need to get a handle on this blasphemy thing. Even today, the dictionary defines 
it as speaking or acting in a profane way against God. One definition says its the act or offence 
of speaking sacrilegiously about God or sacred things... In either Jewish or Christian terms, its 

about as bad as somebody can get.. If we get back to the miracle of Jesus healing the 
paralyzed man, one might imagine that while the man was being lowered through the roof to 
Jesus, that debris from the ceiling would be falling all over too. I can also surmise that Jesus, 
through the debris, saw the man and his four friends, and recognized the great faith that had 
driven them... Can Jesus look at each of us and see the great faith that has driven us to Him? 
Our Lord said this to the young man; "Son, your sins have been forgiven." As fantastic as this 

statement is, don't you think the five men were just a bit disappointed? The man might have had 
his sins forgiven, but he was still paralyzed. The other dynamic of the story is about those 



teachers of the Law. Their thoughts were that Jesus was a blasphemer, since only God can 
forgive sins. It might seem that everyone there would have rather seen a quick miracle and not 
a forgiveness/blasphemy thing transpiring... I guess that no one in the crowd came even close 

to entertaining the notion, that, in the form of Jesus, God stood before them. You and I can 
wake up each morning with the assurance that the God we pray to through Jesus, can enrich 

our lives, fulfill our needs, and yes.... forgive our sins.... 
 

Have a great day... Make your little part of the world better... Love mark Phil.4:11 
 
 

09/15/2016 
The Power To Forgive Sins 

 
 

"Immediately Jesus knew in His spirit what they were thinking in their hearts, and He said to 
them, 'Why are you thinking these things? Which is easier; to say to the paralytic, 'Your sins are 
forgiven,' or say 'Get up, take your mat and walk'? But that you may know that the Son of Man 
has the authority on earth to forgive sins... He said to the paralytic, 'I tell you, get up, take your 
mat and go home.' He got up, took his mat and walked out in full view of them all. This amazed 
everyone, and they praised God, saying, 'We have never seen anything like this' " (Mk.2:8-12). 

 
It is cool for me to see here that the scribes could not even keep their thoughts from Jesus, as 
He read their minds... He challenged them openly, that if they believed Jesus had blasphemed 
when he forgave the man's sins, that they ought to speak up. It may be an important lesson for 

us, to bring things out in the open, rather than let them fester in your heart... Differences that are 
aired can sometimes be resolved; inward doubts and bitterness tend to be sources of endless 
tension and mistrust. Another good lesson is afforded to us here also. Jesus did not fault the 
scribes because they doubted His authority to forgive sins; He faulted them for having closed 

minds to anything that could change them. Today, politicians do this when they forget that they 
were elected to help the people, and not just to thwart all the actions of the opposing party... If 
the scribes wanted to see evidence that Jesus had the authority from God to forgive sins, He 
would give it to them... I find it deliciously intriguing when He says; "Which is easier; to say to 

the paralytic man, 'Your sins are forgiven' or say, 'Get up, take your mat and walk?' " The 
completely wonderful thing is that Jesus could do both... This left the scribes with an additional 
problem. The divine authority of Jesus to forgive sins and the performance of His miraculous 
deed were not unrelated. The miracle testified about the approval of God. What a wonderful 

Savior we serve. The folks there must have been amazed, just as we should be... Not only was 
the paralyzed man was healed, but that the truth had also been revealed... Jesus could forgive 
sins. It probably took some time for the implications of what they had seen and heard to sink in. 

It shouldn't take as long for us. 
 

Have a great day... Let His light shine through you... Love mark Phil.4:11 
 



 
09/16/2016 

Just Plain Service 
 
 

"In Joppa there was a disciple named Tabitha, (Dorcas) who was always doing good and 
helping the poor. About that time she became sick and died, and her body was washed and 

placed in an upper room" (Acts 9:36-37). 
 

We read about Tabitha in Acts 9:36-43, and then she disappears, and is never written about 
again. The Bible does not record a single word she says, but only mentions only what we have 
just read about her in the above passages. I would assume however, that she said many good 
things to many people. Though we only get a very brief glimpse of her, what we do know is that 

when she died, many folks were devastated, and did not know what they were going to do 
without her... Why? Because her life was significant! Tabitha made a difference in the lives of 
those around her ---- especially those who needed help. She was in the right place at the right 
time to use her God-given abilities to help others. God has placed us in the world at this time to 
make a difference. We might not be able to sew clothes for widows as Tabitha did, but there are 
so many ways that we can serve others... A rhetorical question might be asked here... Why are 
we here if we're not trying to make a positive difference in people's lives? Maybe its time to take 
inventory and list the differences we are actually making today. Are we aiding and encouraging 
others along their Christian walk, or just standing by as a spectator and not helping at all? Just 

as with this woman Tabitha, only mentioned once in the Bible, God has put us here for a 
purpose. It is with the level of our service that we become important to God and others... Doing 

good and serving others is not just some passing thing we do from time to time to salve our 
consciences, but it is a command: "Therefore, as we have opportunity, let us do good to all, 

especially to those who are of the household of faith" (Gal.6:10). Here's my acronym of the day: 
 

SERVE: 
Start by following Jesus 

Engage in good works wherever you are 
Rise above your limitations 
Endeavor to leave a legacy 

 
Have a wonderful day... T   G   I   F         Today God Is First.... Love mark Phil.4:11 

 
 

09/17/2016 
Whom Did God Ask 

 
 

Today's quiz is about questions asked by God. Your job is to figure out to whom He asked 
them... Have fun... 



 
1. "Then The Lord said to _________, 'How long will these people treat me with contempt? How 

long will they refuse to believe in Me, in spite of all the miraculous signs I have performed 
among them? (hint: a leader) 

 
2. __________ "Then I heard the voice of the Lord saying, 'Whom shall I send? And who will go 

for us?' " (hint:a prophet) 
 

3. "But the Lord said to ___________, 'Do you have a right to be angry about the vine?' " (hint: a 
reluctant prophet) 

 
4. __________ "And He said, 'Who told you that you were naked?' " (no hint) 

 
5. "Then the Lord said to _________, 'Why are you angry? Why is your face downcast? If you 

do what is right, will you not be accepted?' " (hint: a farmer) 
 

6. "The Lord said to _____________, 'How long will you mourn for Saul, since I have rejected 
him as king over Israel?' " (hint: a prophet/judge) 

 
7. "The the Lord said to ____________ out of the storm. He said: Who is this that darkens my 

counsel with words without knowledge?" (hint: a righteous man) 
 

8. ___________ "The Lord said to him, 'Who gave man a mouth? Who makes him deaf or 
mute? Who gives him sight or makes him blind?' " (hint: a leader) 

 
9. "So Gad went to ____________ and said to him, 'Shall there come upon you three years of 

famine in your land?' " (hint: a king) 
 

10.___________ "Have I not commanded you? Be strong and courageous. Do not be terrified; 
do not be discouraged, for the Lord your God will be with you wherever you go." (hint: a 

conqueror) 
 

Have a great weekend and an uplifting and glorifying day of worship on His day.... Love mark 
Phil.4:11 

 
 
 

09/19/2016 
Blindness And Sin 

 
 

"As he went along, He saw a blind man from birth. His disciples asked Him, 'Rabbi, who sinned, 
this man or his parents, that he was born blind?' " (Jn.9:1-2). 



 
Jesus performed more miracles of this kind than any other. As a matter of fact, giving sight to 
the blind was predicted as a Messianic activity. You might want to read Isa.29:18, 35:5 and 

42:7... Even Isaiah understood that the miracles of Jesus would serve as a proof of His 
Messiahship... Several different times in the Gospels, Jesus directly confronted this idea 

common in Jewish circles. Namely, this notion said that suffering and sin are directly related. 
Many believed that when a person suffered from a dreaded disease like leprosy or from 

blindness, God was punishing them for a sin the person had committed. Some folks even 
thought that the condition might be the result of sins committed by one or both of the person's 

parents. The subject comes up in Gospel of Luke, (13:1-5) just as it does here in the ninth 
chapter of John... Jesus answers this question categorically on both occasions.. "Neither this 

man nor his parents sinned, said Jesus..." (V 3). Jesus also went on to define what His miracles 
were all about. He described them as a part of the work that God sent Him to earth to 

accomplish... "But this happened so that the work of God might be displayed in his life" (V 3). 
Jesus firmly rejects the claim that one could account for suffering in this life by ascribing it to 
God's vengeance for sin. Lets face the facts as stated in Rom.3:23, as all have sinned and 

fallen short of God's glory... Sin and suffering might exist in the same life, but Jesus tells us that 
they are not mutually causal. Now don't get me wrong here, sin is wrong on all levels. It might 
be natural for one who has been relieved from a painful situation to straighten out their lives as 
we all have that need... We will look at the miracle here in Jn 9 this week, so your homework 

assignment for tomorrow is to read verses 1-18... Sometimes I can't get the teacher out of me. 
 

Have a great start to your week... Begin it with a RAK or two.... Love mark Phil.4:11 
 
 

09/20/2016 
Mud On Your Face, Big Disgrace 

 
 

"Having said this, He spit on the ground, made some mud with the saliva, and put it on the 
man's eyes. 'Go,' He told him, 'wash in the Pool of Siloam' (this word means Sent). So the man 

went and washed, and came home seeing" (Jn.1:6-7). 
 

While Jesus and His disciples walked through the streets of Jerusalem, they passed a man who 
had been blind since birth. He was a well-known fixture in that area, as a beggar whom the 

locals expected to see as they walked around... Though he could not see, the blind man surely 
knew the sounds of the streets, but on this day, he heard strange voices with Galilean accents. 
Perhaps it aroused him as to the aspect of receiving a few extra alms in his begging cup. The 
blind man was in for something new today. Jewish teachers and their disciples had probably 

discussed the man's pleas. They more than likely explained his plight as being the result of past 
sins, and his blindness as a subsequent punishment from God. Jesus said otherwise! In this 
case, God's providence had resulted in a convergence of events, and in the blind man, the 

works of God were to be revealed... Can you imagine the man's feeling and reaction when he 



heard someone clear his throat and spit? Take it a step farther and know that the spit was 
mixed with soil to form mud which the man put on the beggar's eyes. The part of me that is 

Jewish would say; Oyyyyyyyyy! There were even directions given by the man for him to go to 
the Pool of Siloam and wash off. The man probably did it just to get this mess off of his face, not 

expecting to see for the first time in his life. As we will see, the miracle, and its implications 
stretch out through the whole chapter... In today's world, Jesus' words are the words of life, but 

only if we obey them. We must, as the blind man did, go down to the Pool and wash off the 
mud. Then our eyes will be open to the truth of God's Word that must become a part of our very 
fiber... "Amazing grace! how sweet the sound! That saved a wretch like me! I once was lost, but 

now I'm found; Was blind, but now I see..." (John Newton 1770) 
 

Have a wonderful day... Humbly do good and give God the credit... Love mark Phil.4:11 
 
 

09/21/2016 
Faith And Amazement 

 
 

"His neighbors and those who had formerly seen him begging asked, 'Isn't this the same man 
who used to sit and beg?' Some others claimed that he was. Others said, 'No, it only looks like 

him.' But he himself insisted, 'I am the man.' 'How then were your eyes opened?' they 
demanded?' " (Jn.9: 8-10). 

 
After Jesus healed this blind beggar with the miraculous "mud pack," the man went back to his 
neighborhood. I am sure that he was luxuriating in seeing a blue sky for the first time and even 
seeing faces of folks that he had only heard the voices of... As we look at today's verses, there 
was a lot of conversation about his presence... As a matter of fact, some of them doubted that 

this was actually the blind beggar... He assured them that he was the guy, and then the 
inevitable questions ensued. I talked in a previous devotional, that John was the most 

descriptive of the four Gospel writers, and it is certainly evident here. It would have been fun to 
be there and hear all of this banter. "Isn't that the blind beggar?" "This is he." "It sure looks like 
him..." All of this was followed by the inescapable question... "How were your eyes opened?" 

(V10).The answer probably sounded like a yarn, what with the spit and the mud, and then came 
the next inevitable query.. "Where is this man?' (V 12 ). The formerly blind man's explanation of 

how he got his sight is a marvel of simplicity in itself. "A man called Jesus made clay and 
anointed my eyes and said to me, 'Go to the pool of Siloam and wash.' So I went and washed, 

and I received my sight" ( V 11 ). As we have previously stated, Jesus' miracles had dual 
purposes... They were done because Jesus had compassion on people and healed them. They 

were also done to show the great power of the Son of God. As you look at the title of today's 
devotional, I hope you see its purpose. As we see this wonderful miracle unfold, I hope that we 
look with faith and amazement... The Savior we serve instills that faith and amazement in us. 

Our Savior is both powerful and compassionate. Does it get any better than that? 
 



Have a great day... Make your little part of the world better... Love mark Phil.4:11 
 
 

09/22/2016 
 

The Sleuthing 
 
 

"Therefore the Pharisees also asked him how he had received his sight..." (Jn.9:15). 
 

The healed blind man was brought before the Pharisees, where they asked him the above 
question. These guys could have passed for Magnum, Cannon, Columbo and Barnaby Jones all 
wrapped into one... Not only did they bring in the healed blind man for an interrogation, but they 
also brought in his parents. Some of their comments were; "This man is not from God, for He 

does not keep the Sabbath..." "How can a sinner do such miraculous signs?" Clearly, they were 
divided. They asked the healed man this; "What have you to say about Him? It was your eyes 
He opened" (V 17 ). In their prejudice, they did not learn from the sign but tried to discredit the 
miracle. Since they figured that more information was needed, the man was brought back to 

them for a second interview, and by this time he had become a disciple of Jesus... Perhaps in 
frustration over their questioning the man said this: "Now that is remarkable! You don't know 

where He comes from, yet He opened my eyes. We know that God does not listen to sinners. 
He listens to the godly man who does His will. Nobody has ever heard of opening the eyes of a 
man born blind. If this man were not from God, He could do nothing" (Vs 30-32). Just what do 
folks today have to know about Jesus to believe in Him? With little sleuthing on our parts we 

have these things: (1) The prediction of His coming through the Old Testament prophets, (2) His 
miraculous birth, (3) His wonderful teachings, and the miracles to back them up, (4) His death, 
burial and resurrection... The Pharisees had the miracle and the healed man right in front of 

them, and would not believe... Shame ! Shame! Jesus does for us just what He did for the blind 
man... He makes us whole... 

 
Have a great day... Let His light shine through you... Love mark Phil.4:11 

 
 

09/23/2016 
Newton's Third Law 

 
 

"Jesus heard that they had thrown him out, and when He found him, He said, 'Do you believe in 
the Son of Man?' 'Who is he, sir?' the man asked. 'Tell me so that I can believe in Him.' Jesus 
said, 'You have now seen Him; in fact, He is the one speaking with you.' Then the man said, 

'Lord, I believe,' and he worshiped Him" (Jn.9:35-38). 
 



In the 5th chapter of the Gospel of John, (Vs.1-14) Jesus healed a man who had been an invalid 
for 38 years. Today's verses are about the blind man he healed that we have been studying this 
week. Neither of the two men had been healed by their faith. As a matter of fact, neither of them 

even recognized Jesus, but both of them encountered Him afterward. The infirm man from 
chapter five responded to the encouragement of Jesus by reporting Him to the Jews who 

wanted to kill Him..The man in today's verses, however, reacted in a different way as we can 
see. The healed blind man, by contrast, bowed, worshiped and confessed. "Lord, I believe," he 

said... During the Lord's lifetime, He did things that only could have come from God. My title 
today, Newton's Third Law, is a clever little way to explain. The third law is the one about 
actions and reactions... Jesus did miracles (actions)... People responded (reactions). The 

Pharisees reacted also... They wanted to kill him... It was this way back in Jesus' day, and that's 
the way it is today. Confronted with Jesus, some will hear, believe and obey. Others will turn 

their backs. Some of those who might benefit the most from His goodness and grace will deny, 
curse and go their own way. Christians should not be surprised to see such responses... 

Through all of this, we should never stop witnessing for Jesus. This is the "action." Hopefully, 
through our good witness, some will respond by believing too... That is the "reaction..." 

 
Have a great day... T   G   I   F         Thank God I'm Forgiven.... Love mark Phil.4:11 

 
 

09/24/2016 
More Encounters With Angels 

 
 

This week's quiz is about angels and Bible characters who had encounters with them... Dust off 
your halos and do your best. As always, have fun... 

 
_____ 1. What Roman official was visited by an angel who told him that God had heard his 

prayers? (a) Herod, (b) Cornelius, (c) Pilate, (d) Clydeous. 
 

_____ 2. In the Book of Judges, who was commissioned by an angel to save Israel from the 
Midianites? (a) Gideon, (b) Deborah, (c) Jepthah, (d) Samson. 

 
_____ 3. What kind of angelic beings guarded the entrance to Eden? (a) Seraphim, (b) 

Cherubim, (c) cute little guys, (d) gargoyles. 
 

_____ 4. He had his lips touched by a live coal held by a seraph. (a) Ezekiel, (b) Obadiah, (c) 
Isaiah, (d) Sidneous. 

 
_____________ 5. What person did an angel prevent from the act of child sacrifice? 

 
_____________ 6. When called a god by the people, this evil man did not give praise to God 

and was struck down by an angel. 



 
_____ 7. What prophet was fed two meals by an angel? (a) Elisha, (b) Elijah, (c) Jonah, (c) 

Hosea. 
 

_____ 8. According to Jude, who fought with Satan over the body of Moses? (a) Satan himself, 
(b) Michael, (c) the beast, (d) it doesn't say. 

 
_____ 9. How many angels will be at the gates of the new Jerusalem? (a) 3, (b) 7, (c) 10, (d) 12 

 
_____ 10. At the end time, what will an angel bind Satan with? (a) a chain, (b) cordage, (c) 

magic cords, (d) ropes. 
 

Have a great weekend and an uplifting and glorifying day of worship on His day.... Love mark 
Phil.4:11 

 
 
 
 
 

09/26/2016 
A Plea For A Favor 

 
 

""When Jesus entered Capernaum, a centurion came to Him, asking for help. 'Lord,' he said, 
'my servant lies at home paralyzed, and in terrible suffering.' Jesus said to him, 'I will go and 

heal him' " (Matt.8:5-6). " (Matt.8:5-6). 
 

All kind of folks lined the way when Jesus traveled, and we can suppose that most of them were 
Jews... Regarding this week's miracle of Jesus here in the 8th chapter of Matthew, there was an 
unusual and unexpected person among the crowd, a Roman centurion.To refresh your memory 
historically, the basic unit of the Roman army was a legion, made up of about 6,000 men. It in 

turn was subdivided into units of 1,000, each under a "chiliarch," or commander. Those, in turn, 
were divided into units of 100 men, each under a centurion. The Romans regarded the 

centurions as the backbone of their army. Centurions are mentioned several times in the Bible, 
and in most cases, they appear to be substantial and honorable men who carried out their 

duties with skill and integrity. This one was no exception, and by the way, none of them would 
have been Jews. A centurion's presence among the crowd waiting for Jesus would have 

surprising to say the least... As this miracle unwinds, I believe that we get our first lesson.. A 
respectable person of stature like the centurion approached Jesus with humility, bowing to His 
authority.... He came pleading because of compassion for his servant. "Lord, my servant lies at 
home paralyzed and in terrible suffering." His plea for a miracle was implicit, and Jesus showed 
no hesitancy about the granting of his request. Do we care enough for troubled people around 

us, to make pleas to the Lord on their behalf? In our prayers, are we as humble as the centurion 



was? It would appear that the centurion asked because he knew of Jesus' power and expected 
results. Do we expect those results, or just go through the motions? A lot of lessons here... This 

miracle is recorded in both Matthew 8:5-13 and Lk.7:1-10... Its not cheating to read ahead... 
 

Have a great start to your week... Begin it with a RAK or two... Love mark Phil.4:11 
 
 

09/27/2016 
Faith In A Foreigner 

 
 

"The centurion replied, 'Lord, I do not deserve to have you come under my roof. But just say the 
word, and my servant will be healed' " (Matt.8:8). 

 
Wow! My guess would be that a military man in charge of 100 fighting men would be forceful, 
tough and even a bit rough around the edges. So much for stereotyping... He assumes that 

Jesus will come to his home to do the healing He has promised, and in a humble way he says, 
"I do not deserve to have you come under my roof". This is a Roman man talking to a Jew, and 
he believes that Jesus can heal his servant from a distance. As a soldier, the man knows a few 
things about authority and the chain of command... "For I myself am a man under authority, with 
soldiers under me. I tell this one, 'Go,' and he goes; and that one, 'come,' and he comes. I say to 

my servant, 'Do this,' and he does it" (V 9 ). This military man was confident in the power and 
authority of Jesus. His faith was so great, he thought when Jesus spoke, that spiritual and 
unseen forces would do His bidding in the same way that subordinates did the bidding of a 

Roman army officer. Jesus only needed to speak and his servant would be healed. As we find 
out, Jesus was very impressed with the man... "I tell you the truth, I have not found anyone in 

Israel with such great faith" ( v 10 ). I'm impressed too...These words were spoken to the Jewish 
crowd around Him. This ought to be a reminder to all of us as believers to have a faith that this 
man had. Why? Because we're that crowd... Of all folks, Christians should bask in the glow of 
being fellow heirs and partakers in the great promise. Lets all have the faith of the centurion... 

 
Have a great day.... Do good and give God the credit... Love mark Phil.4:11 

 
 

09/28/2016 
Humility Before The Lord 

 
 

"Humble yourselves before the Lord and He will lift you up" (Jas.4:10)..... "I do not deserve to 
have you come under my roof. That is why I did not even consider myself worthy to come to 

you" (Lk.7:6-7). 
 



If you read both accounts of this miracle, (Matt.8:5-13 & Lk.7:1-10) you probably noticed that 
they differed a bit. In the Matthew version, the centurion comes to Jesus directly regarding the 
healing of his servant. The Luke account goes like this; "The centurion heard of Jesus and sent 
some elders of the Jews to Him, asking Him to come and heal his servant. When they came to 
Jesus, they pleaded earnestly with Him, 'This man deserves to have You do this, because he 
loves our nation and has built our synagogue' " ( 7:3-5 ). It has been accepted that this is the 
same miracle in both accounts, despite the differences... From the Luke account, we see that 
the centurion must have had a friendly relationship with some Jewish elders, and he was both 

admired and respected by them. I kind of enjoy the little difference myself because it shows that 
Jews could accept the kindness of a Roman and even respect him. In either version, we find a 

special person in the centurion. Yesterday we looked at his faith, and today we'll see his 
humility. In both accounts, his words say this; "I do not deserve to have you come under my 
roof." I think the Luke version is even more poignant... "That is why I did not even consider 

myself worthy to come to you." Which ever account we consider, we find a person who came to 
Jesus as a humble supplicant. He wasn't ashamed to show how much he cared for his servant 

by pleading for him. He also knew that he was in the presence of someone very special in Jesus 
and humbled himself before Him... When Jesus said "I have not found such great faith even in 

Israel", He might have added that he hadn't found many that were as humble as him too. It 
takes great faith to come before the Lord in prayer, but that faith must be accompanied by a 
humble attitude. Our sign in front of our church building in Northfield has this on it this week; 

There Are Two Great Truths; (1) There Is A God.... (2) I'm Not Him... If we want to be lifted up, 
we must humble ourselves before the Lord. 

 
Have a great day.... Make your little part of the world better.... Love mark Phil.4:11 

 
 

09/29/2016 
 

An Equal Opportunity God 
 
 

"I say to you that many will come from the east and the west, and will take their places at the 
feast with Abraham, Isaac and Jacob in the kingdom of heaven" 

 
As we conclude Jesus' miracle in the healing of the centurion's servant, we want to look at just 

one more thing. The Jews felt that they were the only people that had the exclusivity of a 
relationship with God. "For you are a people holy to the Lord your God. Out of all the peoples on 

the face of the earth, the Lord has chosen you to be His treasured possession" (Deut.14:2). 
Matthew, it seems, did not want the incident to pass without taking notice of Jesus' words of 
warning to His own people . What is certainly a central theme to this miracle of healing is the 

faith and humility of a Gentile... This faith and humility of the centurion who had compassion on 
his servant, was a precursor of the faith that would be displayed by many, many Gentiles. The 

Gentile centurion manifested a complete faith in the power of Jesus, and His ability to heal. 



When the centurion Cornelius is converted to Christianity, (Acts 10) the apostle Peter utters 
these famous words; "I certainly understand now that God is not one to show partiality, but in 

every nation the man who fears Him and does what is right is welcome to Him" ( Vs 34-35 ). The 
apostle Paul, considered as the one sent to the Gentiles, makes the opportunity even more 

equal with these words; "You are all sons of God through faith in Christ Jesus, for all of you who 
were baptized into Christ have clothed yourselves with Christ. There is neither Jew nor Greek, 

slave nor free, male nor female, for you are all one in Christ Jesus" (Gal.3:26-28). What a 
wonderful way to end a quick study of one of Jesus' miracles. All who submit themselves to God 

through Jesus His Son, have a right to the tree of life. We truly serve an equal opportunity 
God.... 

 
Have a great day... Let His light shine through you... Love mark Phil.4:11 

 
 

09/30/2016 
All's Well That Ends Well 

 
 

"When Paul and Barnabas had finished their mission, they returned from Jerusalem, taking with 
them John, also called Mark.... When they proclaimed the word of God in the Jewish 

synagogues, John Mark was with them.... From Paphos, Paul and his companions sailed to 
Perga in Pamphylia, where John Mark left them to return to Jerusalem..." (Acts 12:25; 13: 5 & 

13). 
 

We are centering on a young man named John Mark today. He has come to be known as Mark, 
the writer of the Gospel by the same name... The first two verses above tell of his early life, as 

Paul and Barnabas chose him to go with them on their mission work. In the third verse, for some 
unstated reason, Mark left them and returned to his home in Jerusalem. If we fast-forward a bit 
to the 15th chapter, Paul and Barnabas are preparing to go on another missionary journey from 
Jerusalem, and Barnabas wants to take Mark along. Because Mark had deserted them earlier, 
Paul doesn't want to take him. Paul and Barnabas disagree, and go in different directions, Paul 
taking Silas, and Barnabas taking Mark. The story could end here and we could draw our own 

conclusions about Mark, even viewing him as a quitter... But in Colossians 4:10 Paul writes this; 
"My fellow prisoner Artistarchus sends you his greetings, as does Mark, the cousin of Barnabas; 

if he comes to you welcome him." WOW! What a comeback, but that's not all... Later, in 2 
Timothy 4:11, Paul writes; "Only Luke is with me. Get Mark and bring him with you, because he 
is helpful to me in my ministry...." Pretty cool, huh... But wait, because there's even more, and 

this time from the apostle Peter... "She who is in Babylon, chosen together with you, sends you 
her greetings, and so does my son Mark" (1 Pet.5:13). Peter holds Mark in such high regard that 

as a term of endearment, he calls him his son... Our lesson today? When things aren't always 
going so well, look toward tomorrow. Know that with the help of the Lord and some tenacity, 
things can change for the better. The race continues, and the winner is the one who finishes 

strongly... Lets all accelerate to the finish line... 



 
Have a great day... T   G   I   F         Today God Is First.... Love mark Phil.4:11 

 


