
04/01/2016 
Having God's Affirmation 

 
 

"If you fear the Lord and serve and obey Him, and do not rebel against His commands, and if 
both you and the king who reigns over you follow the Lord ----- good! But if you do not obey the 

Lord, and if you rebel against His commands, His hand will be against you, as it was against 
your fathers." "Then Samuel called upon the Lord, and that same day the Lord sent thunder and 

rain. So the people stood in awe of the Lord and Samuel" (I Sam.12:14-15; 18). 
 

People have always sought affirmation. In our earliest years we looked to our parents for 
approval of our actions, and then it was the approval of our peers. We just wanted to "fit in" with 

those around us, and as we age we even seek affirmation in our chosen careers. We want to 
see that what we do makes a difference or has a payoff of some sort. After years of serving the 

Lord, Samuel knew when God had his back, as should we... God vindicated the prophet 
Samuel's life of integrity, and with a few words from him to the Lord, He brought down thunder 
and rain upon Israel... The people attested to Samuel's life adding further support to reaffirm he 

had done all that he could. There were consequences to having the rebellious attitude the 
Israelites had toward God and Samuel as we see in vs. 15... The power of God can be clearly 
displayed in our world today by His ability to change the lives of those who follow Him. We can 

have a confidence that he affirms the work of those who serve Him... The story of Samuel 
shows us a primary principle in the affirmation of God. The Lord will affirm those things that are 

in agreement with His will... It may be hard to see how he affirms our daily choices at the 
moment, but when we look back on our lives we can see how His hand has led us to where we 

are today... The Lord's approval and affirmation comes when we live in sync with His Word each 
day... It comes when we dedicate our lives to His service... 

 
Have a wonderful day... T G I F         Today God Is First.... Love mark Phil.4:11 

 
 

04/02/2016 
Some Notable Women Of The Bible 

 
 

There are a great many women mentioned in the Bible. Today's TRUE or FALSE quiz revolves 
around some of these women. As always, have fun.... 

 
_______ 1. John Mark's mom was named Mary. 

 
_______ 2. Nathan, Shammua, Shobab, and Solomon were all the sons of Bathsheba. 

 
_______ 3. Mary Magdalene ran to tell people that she had met Christ by a well. 

 



_______ 4. The Book of Proverbs mentions an industrious woman who plants a vineyard with 
her own hands. 

 
_______ 5. The last time Jesus' mom Mary is mentioned in the Bible is at the tomb. 

 
_______ 6. The 1st woman to tell Jesus He was the Messiah was Martha. 

 
_______ 7. The mom of Peter and Andrew asked Jesus that her sons would have priority in His 

kingdom. 
 

_______ 8. The widow of Zarepath accused Elijah of killing her son, and he then brought him 
back to life. 

 
_______ 9. Dorcas and Tabitha are the same person. 

 
_______10. The witch of Endor killed a calf and made bread for King David. 

 
Have a great weekend and a glorifying and uplifting day of worship on His day... Love mark 

Phil.4:11 
 
 
 
 

04/04/2016 
God's Wonderful Comfort 

 
 

" 'Do not be afraid,' Samuel replied. 'You have done all this evil; yet do not turn away from the 
Lord, but serve the Lord with all your heart' " (I Sam.12:20). 

 
Humans do have an innate fear of things they do not understand. You might like to read I 

Sam.12:16-25 to get the full flavor of today's devotional. Do you remember having a nightlight in 
your room when you were a small child? We have outdoor lights in the front and back of our 
home that have motion detectors that make them come on brightly is something approaches. 
Hmmmmm... Just before today's verse, God had placed reverent fear into the hearts of the 

people with a display of thunder and rain at Samuel's call. Needless to say, it disturbed some of 
the witnesses. While God was upset with the people over their desire for a king, Samuel 

reminded them of their faithfulness to God. He had watched them make a 180 from idolatry by 
the destruction of their idols, and turning back to God. Although the Israelites demanded a king, 

God would still stand by them... Samuel displayed the same willingness to remain faithful to 
Israel by keeping the nation in his prayers and teaching them God's ways... As Christians in 

2016, we ought to comforted by these same words as we receive benefits from God. We might 
be rebellious and fall away from Him, but He is still faithful to us... Fears may come when we 



wrongly think that God doesn't want us any longer and is ready to discard us. The truth is, that 
He desires us even more! The Lord doesn't want to see His children trapped in the snares of 

sin, and takes great pleasure in those that return to Him... It should comfort us to know that God 
still wants us even after moments of disaster, and has provided a shelter from sin in the 

salvation He offers each of us. I hope this is a good way to start our week.... 
 

Have a great start to your week... Begin it with a RAK or two.... Love mark Phil.4:11 
 
 

04/05/2016 
Dealing With The Fears 

 
 

"The Philistines assembled to fight Israel, with 3,000 chariots, 6,000 charioteers, and soldiers as 
numerous as the sand... When the men of Israel saw that their situation was critical and their 

army was hard-pressed, they hid in caves and thickets, among the rocks, and in pits and 
cisterns" (I Sam13: 5-6). 

 
Throughout history, soldiers have been forged in the heat of battle, and as we see in today's 
verses, not everyone is prepared for the horrors of war. Fear can create a lapse in judgement 

long enough to allow the enemy to strike. A soldier must control fear and overcome it in order to 
survive. When it came to fighting, the Philistines were professionals. The new appointment of a 
king assured Israel that it would now become a nation of war, and it had been generations since 
the people had properly engaged in war with other nations. It wasn't just the power or might of 
the Philistines winning the war, but the Israelites fear of being defeated. When it consumes us, 
fear can be a debilitating force. We may respond with a fight or flight reaction... For some, fear 
can encourage us to stand our ground and take on the task ahead. Others will simply retreat 
and run away. When it comes to the battles of faith, we should choose to stand firm in our 

beliefs, as fear can be overcome by standing with God... When we choose to stand with Him, 
we can have confidence of the Lord's ability to help us weather the storm ahead. Along with this, 

God has also provided companionship and support through our church families. If we find 
ourselves emotionally unstable, we should take time to reflect before we act. If a retreat is 

necessary, be sure that it is in the direction of God and our church family... 
 

Have a wonderful day... Do good and give God the credit... Love mark Phil.4:11 
 
 

04/06/2016 
What About Those Good Intentions 

 
 

" 'You acted foolishly,' Samuel said. 'You have not kept the command the Lord your God gave 
you; if you had, He would have established your kingdom over Israel for all time' " (I Sam13:13). 



 
Just why do good intentions sometimes go wrong? In 2011 the USDA partnered up with the U. 
S. Congress to create a new and updated food pyramid for school lunches. Supposedly looking 
at all the data, they decided that school lunches needed a higher vegetable content, and they 
reclassified various school lunch items into new categories. Somehow in this reshuffle, pizza 

was reclassified as a vegetable. The intentions were good, but the results were not... You might 
like to read I Sam.13:5-14 today. Samuel had promised to offer burnt offerings to the Lord, but 

his arrival was delayed... When the battle with the Philistines wasn't going well, King Saul 
offered them himself. The intentions were admirable, but taking this matter into his own hands 
was a contradiction of what God wanted. We can see from today's verse that Samuel was very 

displeased, and soon Saul would pay the price. Saul's sin came when he allowed his own desire 
to rise above the commandments of the Lord, even though his intentions were good... As 

Christians, we have the opportunity to worship the the Lord by the instructions he gave to the 
1st century church... To the Samaritan woman, Jesus said; "God is spirit, and His worshipers 
must worship Him in spirit and in truth" (Jn.4:24). We might have the very best of intentions 

when it comes to worshiping God, but God's will overrides any idea we might have about that 
worship... If we attempt to alter God's instructions to fit our desires, we may be in danger of 
sinning by disobedience. Just as in the days of Samuel and Saul, God's ways are so much 

greater, than anything we can imagine. We can have the very best of spiritual lives by living in 
His Word.... 

 
Have a great day.... Let His light shine though you.... Love mark Phil.4:11 

 
 

04/07/2016 
Emotional Danger 

 
 

" 'So I felt compelled to offer the burnt offering...' " I Sam.13:12) "But now your kingdom will not 
endure; the Lord has sought out a man after His own heart and appointed him leader of His 

people, because you have not kept the Lord's command" (V 14). 
 

There are times when we can feel an array of emotions in a matter of minutes in our day... They 
might come because of the actions of others, or as a response to our own actions. These might 
be in the form of anger, sadness, happiness, or excitement... I'm not saying that emotions are 
necessarily bad things. What I want to get across is the danger of allowing emotions to lead us 
to making poor decisions... When things were not going well for King Saul, he offered up burnt 
offerings. This was in direct contradiction to what he was supposed to do... Why did he do this? 

"I felt compelled to offer the burnt offering..." I would contend at this point that Saul let his 
emotions make a poor decision for him, and it would cost him his throne.Lets fast-forward to us 

today... Our emotions, if we are not very careful, can cause us to make decisions of 
disobedience to God. It is certainly true that we serve a good and merciful God, but the Lord 

also clarifies expectations of His followers through the Word. Whether we follow those 



expectations or not depends on the condition of our hearts, as we look at the second of today's 
verses... "The Lord has sought out a man after His own heart..." Saul simply did not live by the 

standard that had been set for him and it cost him dearly. We must live with a willingness to 
follow God's standards, because we know, just like in the case of Saul, that our own desires can 
lead us in the wrong direction... If doubts arise, we should read His Word to understand why He 

has the expectations that he does... Emotions can be great, they just cannot be our guides... 
 

Have a great day... Make your little part of the world better... Love mark Phil.4:11 
 
 

04/08/2016 
 

Getting Hooked On A Feeling 
 
 

"I can't stop this feelin' , deep inside of me, Girl, you just don't realize what you do to me. 
When ya hold me in your arms, so tight you let me know everything's all right. 

I'm hooked on a feelin' I'm high on believin'. that you're in love with me..." 
 

Mark James 1968 
 

For those of you close to my generation, the words of this B. J. Thomas song probably bring 
back a memory or two. You might even remember the Blue Swede version (1973) with the 

"ooga chaka ooga-ooga" words in it. When people fall in love, there are certainly some emotions 
that come along with it. Lots of folks cry at weddings... I might contend to you that we when we 

become believers we fall in love with the Lord. For much of the world, worshiping God is about a 
"feeling" they get. Sometimes this manifests itself in a sense of calm and well-being they 

experience from their worship service. We have even heard the term, "being on fire" for the 
Lord. I am not writing this morning to take that away from us, because there are times when I 

get pretty emotional during worship too. Sometimes tears of sorrow or joy are shed, and we are 
not ashamed of them. Even though we might consider our worship successful if we tear up a bit, 
we must all understand that worship is more than a "feeling..." The song I used today in lieu of a 
scripture is about a feeling. Worshiping God begins with a deep appreciation of all He has done 

for us... As ironic as this may sound, worship begins with what we put into it before we can 
expect what we get out of it... Christians should come together with the express purpose and 
intention putting their all into worshiping the way God has commanded. If we do this, we can 

now experience the emotions of that worship the way they ought to be experienced. When we 
worship the Lord, it should be the most fulfilling time of our week.... 

 
Have a wonderful day... T G I F         Today God Is First.... Love mark Phil.4:11 

 
 

04/09/2016 



Playing With Fire 
 
 

The questions in today's quiz all have a reference to fire in some way. Don't singe your brain 
trying to answer them.... As always, have fun... 

 
These Are True Or False Questions: 

 
_______ 1. A group of converts in Philippi burned their books of magic. 

 
_______ 2. Just to get his attention, Absalom burned Joab's barley field. 

 
_______ 3. Shamgar burned the Philistines grain fields by tying torches to the tails of foxes. 

 
_______ 4. Nebuchadnezzar had Jerusalem burned down. 

 
_______ 5. The men of Dan burned down the Canaanite city of Laish. 

 
_______ 6. After being stoned to death, Achan and his people were burned. 

 
_______ 7. The Moabites burned down David's city of Ziklag 

 
These Are Multiple Choice Questions 

 
_______ 8. What King committed suicide by burning down his palace with himself inside? (a) 

Omri, (b) Zimri, (c) Joab, (d) Elah. 
 

_______ 9. What tribe of Israel sacked Jerusalem and burned it? (a) Judah, (b) Dan, (c) Gad, 
(d) Simeon. 

 
_______10. During Solomon's reign, what Israelite city was burned down by a Pharaoh of 

Egypt? (a) Jerusalem, (b) Ezion, (c) Gezer, (d) he didn't. 
 

*Extra Credit:_____ In the days of the judges, what tribe had its cities burned by the other 
tribes? (a) Dan, (b) Benjamin, (c) Judah, (d) Reuben. 

 
Have a great weekend and an uplifting and glorifying day of worship on His day..... Love mark 

Phil.4:11 
 
 
 
 
 



04/11/2016 
 

Confession And Responsibility 
 
 

"Does the Lord delight in burnt offerings and sacrifices as much as obeying the voice of the 
Lord? To obey is better than sacrifice, and to heed is better than the fat of rams" (I Sam.15:22). 

 
As folks get older, they spend less time sugar-coating things. Perhaps it is a privilege of age.. 

They tend to shoot straight, and a person definitely knows where they stand after speaking with 
them for a while. It can sometimes be refreshing to hear such candor, but this brutal honesty 
can at times hurt.... Samuel brought this same kind of honesty to King Saul. He did not mince 
any words when it came to pointing out Saul's sins. The Lord had commanded Saul to destroy 
all of the Amalekite nation, including their livestock, but Saul thought he had a better idea and 
plan for the animals... Rather than letting the livestock go to waste, Saul commanded that the 

oxen serve as a burnt offering to God. Here is the kicker and lesson of the day.... Samuel made 
it very clear to Saul where his mistake was, hence today's verse, but the king refused to take the 
blame. You might want to read vs. 17-28 to get the true flavor of this story...Saul pointed to the 

people as an excuse for his actions. It can be a challenge to admit sin, especially when we 
believe we are acting in a way that we think glorifies God. We will never be able to solve any sin 
that we refuse to admit. Excuses for our actions attempt to divert the responsibility for our poor 

decisions to others... It may be called, the "Johnny made me do it" syndrome... Samuel would in 
no way allow Saul to pass the buck for the poor decisions he had made. One way to avert such 

poor choices is to surround ourselves with good people. Church families can provide us with 
those good folks.. Good people will actually try to hold those they care about accountable for 

their actions. True friends lead us out of sin and not into it....  
 

Have a great start to your week... Begin it with a RAK or two.... Love mark Phil.4:11 
 
 

04/12/2016 
Taking The Blame 

 
 

"For rebellion is like the sin of divination, and arrogance like the evil of idolatry. Because you 
have rejected the word of the Lord, He has rejected you as king" (I Sam.15:23). 

 
Pete Rose, who has more hits than anyone who has ever played the game of baseball, is not in 

The Hall Of Fame in Cooperstown, NY. He didn't kill anyone or use illegal drugs, steroids, or 
PEDs... He is denied entrance because he disobeyed a cardinal rule of the game of baseball by 
betting on the outcome of games. It took Rose more than 10 years to admit that he did this, and 
another 5 to fess up that he bet on games that he was actually involved in. I am not judging him 

one way or the other, just explaining the rules and the denials. As we read yesterday, Saul 



disobeyed the Lord's commands by sacrificing animals that he was supposed to destroy, and 
his excuses fell on deaf ears. Samuel posed questions to the Israelite king for his poor 
excuse(s) for disobedience. To God the sacrifice by Saul meant nothing because of the 

disobedience to His commands. The sacrifices didn't matter, because Saul missed the point. 
The point for Saul and us is this... The best thing that Saul could have done was to obey the 

Lord. The New Testament is replete with instructions about how we are to live and worship, and 
little has changed since the days of Samuel and Saul. All of us should aspire to attain the virtues 

laid out for us in Gal.5:22-23... Love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, 
gentleness, and self-control... Why? "Against such things there is no law"... We ought to look 

forward to singing, praying, observing the Lord's Supper, giving, and getting into His Word each 
Lord's day... Why? Simply because His Word instructs us to. (Acts 21:7; Heb.10:24-25) No 

denials... No excuses... The Lord expects obedience. There would be no Hall of Fame for Saul. 
If heaven is our Hall of Fame, how are we doing? 

 
Have a great day... Do good and give God the credit... Love mark Phil.4:11 

 
 

04/13/2016 
Awareness 

 
 

"Then Saul said to Samuel, 'I have sinned. I violated the Lord's command and your instructions. 
I was afraid of the people so I gave in to them. Now I beg you, forgive my sin and come back 

with me, so that I may worship the Lord' " (I Sam.15:24-25). 
 

Entertainers have a special motive for stepping out onto the stage. For some it is the pride of 
showing off their craft to others. For some it is the rush of being someone else for a short period 

of time. But for many of them, it is the thrill of performing for a crowd. They return night after 
night to sing, dance, or perform for the applause of the crowd. For some early magicians, like 
escape artist Harry Houdini, they would even do dangerous stunts to the point of risking their 
lives for the fame and approval it bought them. It would seem that King Saul sought a similar 
kind of approval, and as we will see, his escape would be almost impossible... Samuel had 

finally refuted any excuse Saul could make by exposing his sin. With his transgressions out in 
the open, Saul had no other recourse than to admit them. When he acknowledged his sin, Saul 
also identified where it came from. He was afraid of what the people would think... Though he 
knew what God wanted, he allowed that dreaded peer pressure to do otherwise. Fear of what 
others thought ruined his relationship with God. Over the centuries I would contend that many 
people today bend to that same peer pressure, and that it is a real and present danger to the 

faith and obedience of all Christians. Lets heed the words of the apostle Paul to the Galatians; 
"Am I now trying to win the approval of men, or of God? Or am I trying to please men? If I were 
still trying to please men, I would not be a servant of God" (1:10). All Christians, both young and 
old, need to seek out friends who will uplift our spiritual lives and encourage us to do the right 



thing, even when its difficult. We also need to be the kind of friends that do the same for those 
around us... Awareness of the dangers should keep us on the right path... 

 
Have a great day... Make your little part of the world better... Love mark Phil.4:11 

 
 

04/14/2016 
Rejection And Removal 

 
 

"But Samuel said to Saul, 'I will not return with you; you have rejected the word of the Lord, and 
the Lord has rejected you from being king over Israel..... The Lord has torn the kingdom of Israel 
from you today and has given it to your neighbor, who is better than you' " (I Sam.15:26 & 28). 

 
We have all had the experience of turning on a lamp in our homes and having the bulb burn out. 
We would not leave the burnt out bulb in the socket and expect it to start working again, and it 
would require a replacement able to meet the demand placed on it. Of course, you would have 

to remove the old bulb before a new one could be put in. Saul was just not working out as a king 
for Israel. His poor decisions led the Lord to determine that a replacement was needed, and 
remove Saul. In rejecting God's commands, Saul revoked his royal status, and in God's eyes 

was no longer fit to rule Israel. Saul tried to fight it, but in the end he knew that God was finished 
with his rule of Israel. We ought to cautiously take note of the mistake(s) of Saul. For those who 

know God, choosing to reject His Word can have serious eternal consequences... Christians 
who willfully sin run the danger of putting their salvation in jeopardy, and can revoke their place 
in God's family...It would be good for us to read Hebrews 6:4-6.... God takes sin very seriously, 
and we should too! When believers choose sin over God, they jeopardize the sacrifice made for 
their sins. The sacrifice of Jesus should never be abused but respected by living a life worthy of 
the gift of Jesus' life. To access the salvation that God offers, each believer must choose God 

over sin. We cannot allow sin to fester like an open wound and expect a healing, because it will 
take over and dominate our lives. Only our confession and repentance can allow God to forgive 
and cleanse us and maintain our spiritual relationship.... Lets learn this lesson from Saul and not 

allow rejection and removal to be in the picture... 
 

Have a wonderful day... Let His light shine through you.... Love mark Phil.4:11 
 
 

04/15/2016 
Dealing With Failure 

 
 

"Now the Lord said to Samuel, 'How long will you grieve over Saul, since I have rejected him 
from being king over Israel? Fill your horn with oil and go; I will send you to Jesse the 

Bethlehemite, for I have selected a king for Myself among his sons' " (I Sam.16:1). 



 
Your first order of the day is to take this short multiple choice quiz about "failures.." 

 
___ 1.Abraham Lincoln (a) Turned down by a recording executive 

___ 2.Oprah Winfrey (b) Rejected from H S varsity basketball team 
___ 3.Michael Jordan (c) Lost first election 

___ 4.Bruno Mars (d) Rejected from Film School twice 
___ 5.Steven Speilberg (e) Fired from being a reporter 

 
Samuel was having a hard time moving on from the disappointment of Saul's failed rule. Having 

to watch his sons and Saul fail as men had Samuel mourning for Israel... As we see from 
today's verse, God had already hand-picked Saul's successor, but Samuel still grieved, and 
even feared for his life. Failure is often a part of success in people's lives. Many successful 

athletes, entertainers or innovators will gladly discuss the role that failure had in his or her life. 
We look at Thomas Edison as the inventor of the light bulb, but rarely discuss the countless 

hours spent trying to find a filament that would conduct electricity and glow, but not quickly burn 
up.It was failure after failure until he found tungsten... Failures will certainly come in our lives, 

but how we respond to them is what matters the most. We cannot let temporary setbacks have 
a devastating effect on our confidence, remembering that each failure can be used as a 

stepping stone in the process of getting better... Mistakes need to become learning 
opportunities for us to shape our journey of faith. More importantly, we have a Master who 

watches over us each moment... God is greater than our failure(s)! We can view our failures as 
a sign to us of how very great the redemption of Christ really is. Saul failed because he didn't 
take God's words into consideration as a part of his rule, and it cost him his standing with the 
Lord. By trusting and living in God's Word, we can come to understand through Him that all 

things are possible. We must never allow our failure to be our end... "Looking at them, Jesus 
said, 'With people it is impossible, but not with God; for all things are possible with God' " 

(Mk.10:27). 
 

Have a wonderful day... T G I F         Thank God I'm Forgiven.... Love mark Phil.4:11 
 
 

04/16/2016 
A Gallery Of Prisoners 

 
 

Today's quiz is about some famous, or not so famous, "prisoners" in the Bible... Have fun... 
 

TRUE OR FALSE 
 

____ 1. Samson was put in prison as a political enemy of the Philistines. 
 

____ 2. King Hoshea was put in prison for defying Assyrian authority. 



 
____ 3. Peter was put in prison for criticizing Herod's marriage to Herodias. 

 
____ 4. Joseph was put in prison for trying to seduce Potiphar's wife. 

 
____ 5. Joseph's brothers were imprisoned after being falsely accused of being spies in Egypt. 

 
____ 6. Jeremiah was imprisoned for prophesying the destruction of the kingdom of Judah. 

 
____ 7. King Zedekiah was blinded and imprisoned for defying Babylonian authority. 

 
____ 8. Peter and James were put in prison in Jerusalem for preaching the gospel. 

 
____ 9. Paul and Silas s remained in prison at Philippi even after an earthquake opened the 

doors. 
 

____ 10. Paul's last imprisonment was in Rome. 
 

Have a great weekend and an uplifting and glorifying day of worship on His day.... Love mark 
Phil.4:11 

 
 
 
 

04/18/2016 
When The Navigation Gets Tough 

 
 

"Invite Jesse to the sacrifice, and I will show you what to do. You are to anoint for me the one I 
choose. Samuel did what the Lord said, when he arrived at Bethlehem, the elders of the town 
trembled when they met him. They asked, 'Do you come in peace?' Samuel replied, "Yes, in 
peace; I have come to sacrifice to the Lord. Consecrate yourselves and come to the sacrifice 

with me.' Then he consecrated Jesse and his sons and invited them to the sacrifice" (I 
Sam.16:3-5). 

 
One of our members here at Northfield is a magician. I love to watch the children at one of his 
shows, as they are amazed by feats of illusion. When the coins magically appear from behind 
the child's ear, their minds are blown because they do not have all the information to process 

what is happening. They cannot see everything that is going on, so they accept it as magic. We 
can only make sense of what's happening when we couple the right information with the 

situation we have before us. Samuel had a direct pipeline to God, but he had to learn to trust 
God's instruction to make sense of it all. God had already settled on a new king to replace Saul 

because of his unacceptable worship. This left Samuel in a precarious place... As far as the 



people knew, Saul was still the king, and had all of a king's powers. He could have had Samuel 
killed, especially in that it was Samuel that broke the bad news to him... When God told Samuel 
to anoint a new king, he was afraid of Saul's possible reaction. To this end, God gave Samuel 
specific instructions as we read in today's passage. We cannot always wrap our brains around 

why things happen the way they do. Sometimes the struggles of life leave folks wondering 
whether God will stand behind them in time of serious trouble. The best things to do in situations 
like this is to keep pressing forward. God called on Samuel to simply worship with the house of 
Jesse... When our lives seem to be unnavigable, we must look to God's Word for direction, for 

within its covers are the answers to many of life's issues... When we look to the Lord and 
dedicate our lives to His instruction, we can navigate through the trouble life can bring with it... 

The waters won't always be smooth, but we will know the way through. 
 

Have a great start to your week.... Begin it with a RAK or two.... Love mark Phil.4:11 
 
 

04/19/2016 
The Stigma Of Being Chosen Last 

 
 

"When they arrived, Samuel say Eliab and thought, 'surely the Lord's anointed stands here 
before the Lord.' But the Lord said to Samuel, 'Do not consider his appearance or height, for I 
have rejected him. The Lord does not look at things man looks at. Man looks at the outward 

appearance, but the Lord looks at the heart' " (I Sam. 16:6-7). 
 

Back in the day when kids used to play ball on their own, two guys were designated as the 
captains, and then the selection process started. We called it "choosing up sides..." Those who 

were perceived as the best players were chosen early. If a person were chosen last, the 
implication was that he was the worst out of everyone playing. The last one chosen may not 

have been the worst player, but to the captain, he appeared to be. If the players abilities weren't 
well known, appearance might have played a part in the choice... When Samuel arrived at 

Jesse's home, he saw Eliab, his oldest son. Samuel assumed from appearance that he was 
God's choice. The Lord let him know in very concise terms that appearance was not all that 

counted! Jesse's youngest son, David was out tending the sheep. "Send for him; we will not sit 
down until he arrives." (V 11). Unfortunately, human nature encourages us to evaluate others 
based on their appearance. If we do that, we may underestimate many people we meet and 

create barriers that prevent us from making important connections. We look for people like Eliab 
and overlook those like David. Here's where we get the opportunity to be God-like and see folks 

in a deeper way than just an outward appearance. It is not always easy, but God wants us to 
look at the hearts of people aside from the way they look. When we begin to see others in this 

way, we will treat them with the respect they deserve... We won't choose them last... 
 

Have a wonderful day... Do good and give God the credit... Love mark Phil.4:11 
 



 
04/20/2016 

Where There Is Beauty 
 
 

"Everything is beautiful in its own way, like the starry summer night, or a snow-covered winter 
day. 

And everybody's beautiful in their own way, under God's heaven, the world's gonna find a way." 
Ray Stevens 1970 

 
"So he sent and had him brought in. He was ruddy, with a fine appearance and handsome 

features. The the Lord said, 'Rise and anoint him; he is the one' " (I Sam.16:12). 
 

Isn't it interesting how art can be confusing to many people. It is fascinating that people find the 
interpretation to be different from what the artist intended... I may be off base here, but I think 
that art is focused on the idea of beauty, and each time the artist launches into the realm of 

creation, he or she hopes to capture a vision of beauty. Even in "ugly" artwork, beauty can be 
found in the lack of "conventional beauty..." Samuel had been through the process of anointing 
a king already, and God rejected those that Samuel thought He would choose. Samuel must 

have wondered what the man God had chosen would be like, as we find out in today's verse... 
God told Samuel to anoint Jesse's youngest son David, and the rest is Biblical history. The 

anointing brought the blessing of God with it, and the Lord watched over David from then on... 
Everyone is beautiful in his or her own special way. We might have talents or abilities displaying 

our beauty to the world. Regardless of where this beauty comes from, when we embrace 
salvation through our belief and baptism, we can have the confidence that God is watching over 
us... We have been anointed with the blood of Christ, and this sanctification brings us into the 

family of God. Our talents and abilities are useless without the power of God's blessing backing 
them up. Ray Stevens won a Grammy for the song "Everything is Beautiful." I think the words of 
the stanza I've chosen fit in well with this morning's devotional... I feel more beautiful already... 

How about you? 
 

Have a great day... Let His light shine through you.... Love mark Phil.4:11 
 
 

04/21/2016 
 

Giving Up - An Easy Way Out 
 
 

"One day, after Moses had grown up, he went out to where his own people were and watched 
them hard at labor. He saw an Egyptian beating a Hebrew, one of his own people. Glancing this 
way and that and seeing no one, he killed the Egyptian and hid him in the sand" (Ex.2:11-12). 

 



The Bible is filled with both Old and New Testament stories about people who suffered great 
failures in their lives. I am reminded of a speech given on March 3, 1993 by Jim Valvano, at the 
1st Espy Awards program. Valvano's North Carolina State basketball team had won the NCAA 
basketball championship in 1983. In the early 90's he got cancer and died less than 2 months 

after giving the famous speech. If you want to be emotionally moved, google the "Never give up 
Jim Valvano speech..." He had to be helped to and from the podium, but his speech will always 
be a reminder to all about the tenacity of never giving up... In today's verse, Moses experienced 
one of his many failures in life. He ran away from this one because his life was threatened, but 

as we look at his complete life, we realize that he overcame his failures to be a champion for the 
Lord. Giving up is easy! It is the default option for the world when it comes to living God's way. 
There is a stubborn refusal to endure the difficult things of life. Those of us who believe in God 
must have an attitude of determination and dedication to push forward when we face failures... 

Our failures don't diminish God's love and concern for us.They should not define us 
either...They should become opportunities for us to rely more fully on Him and draw from His 

strength. If we adopt this mindset, we begin to move past the desires of the world, see the 
beauty in all that God has created, and want to serve Him... 

 
Have a wonderful day... Make your little part of the world better.... Love mark Phil.4:11 

 
 

04/22/2016 
The Dash 

 
 

"Now Samuel died, and all Israel assembled and mourned for him; and they buried him at his 
home in Ramah" 

 
As this series of devotionals about the life of Samuel nears an end, we come to Samuel's death. 

Death is inevitable for all every human being. In 1995, Linda Ellis wrote a poem called "The 
Dash." I have heard it read at funerals and eulogies. A dash is placed between the date of birth 
and death of a person, and the poem is about that time when talking about someone who has 
died. People gather together at funerals, not to celebrate the death of a person, but the life that 
they lived. Folks think on a personal level about the effect that the person had on them, as there 
are tears of sorrow shed and stories and memories are shared... When Samuel died, the whole 
nation joined together to mourn the loss of God's prophet. His life was one of diligent service to 
the Lord and his people, and the Israelites did not overlook this. "A good name is better then 

fine perfume, and the day of death is better than the day of birth" (Eccl.7:1). You might want to 
read and meditate upon Eccl.7:1-6 today...Serving the Lord will more than likely not bring us 
fame or fortune. This doesn't bother most Christians because they understand that their real 

reward is not in this world. When Samuel's "dash" is examined, it should be an inspiration for all 
of us because it shows how we can affect the world when we diligently serve God... Our scope 
of influence grows because of the good that God calls us to do. If we show how much we truly 



care about people, they will show how much they care for us... Lets make our dash a great 
one... 

 
Have a wonderful day... T G I F         Thank God I'm Free.... Love mark Phil.4:11 

 
 

04/23/2016 
People In Exile 

 
 

Today's quiz is about people who went into exile in the Bible, and there are a lot of them... As 
always, have fun... 

 
_____ 1. What apostle was exiled to Patmos? (a) James, (b) Peter, (c) John, (d) Andrew. 

 
_____ 2. How many years were the Israelites in Egypt? (a) 340, (b) 430, (c) 500, (d) it doesn't 

say. 
 

_____ 3. Which prophet was exiled in Egypt with other people from Judah? (a) Isaiah, (b) 
Jeremiah, (c) Ezekiel, (d) there was no Egyptian exile. 

 
_____ 4. Who did Abraham exile into the desert? (a) Ishmael & Hagar, (b) Isaac, (c) Lot, (d) 

Nahor. 
 

_____ 5. What future king of Israel fled from Solomon and hid in Egypt? (a) Rehoboam, (b) 
Jeroboam, (c) Abijah, (d) Asa. 

 
_____ 6. Who was in exile 3 years after killing his brother Ammon? (a) Adonijah, (b) Shammua, 

(c) Shobab, (d) Absalom. 
 

_____ 7. What land did Moses flee to when he left Egypt after he killed an Egyptian? (a) Moab, 
(b) Nod, (c) Midian, (d) the suburbs. 

 
_____ 8. Who was exiled to the land of Nod? (a) Moses, (b) Ishmael, (c) Lot, (d) Cain. 

 
_____ 9. Who predicted the Babylonian exile to Hezekiah? (a) Isaiah, (b) Jeremiah, (c) 

Clydeous, (d) Ezekiel. 
 

_____10. When the Assyrians deported the people of Israel, how many of the 12 original tribes 
were left intact? (a) 1, (b) 2, (c) 3, (d) all 12. 

 
Have a great weekend and a glorifying and uplifting day of worship on His day... Love mark 

Phil.4:11 



 
 
 
 

04/25/2016 
The Deadliness Of Hypocrisy 

 
 

"Now Samuel was dead, and all Israel had mourned him and buried him in his own town of 
Ramah. Saul had expelled the mediums and spiritualists from the land.....When Saul saw the 

Philistine army, he was afraid; terror filled his heart" (I Sam.28:3 & 5). 
 

The death of Samuel left the Israelites vulnerable... The Philistines had gathered their forces 
and prepared to make war against Israel, and with Samuel gone, Saul attempted to make 

contact with God himself. God was not communicating with Saul because of his sin. In 
desperation, Saul broke one of the laws he himself had instituted about mediums and 

spiritualists that we see in today's verses. You might want to read I Sam 28:3-12 to get the full 
flavor of the story. Desperate for answers, Saul disguised himself and sought out a medium to 
"channel Samuel..." Desperation turned Saul into a hypocrite... Even today, hypocrisy can be 
tempting. It can be easy for Christians to turn back to their former way of life when they feel 

some kind of desperation... This desperation may come from a lack of faith that God really does 
have our back. It is sad to think that a Christian could lack the confidence in God's ability to care 
and provide for His people. Compromising our faithfulness not only hinders the influence we are 
to have on the world, but makes us hypocrites... How can we be effective witnesses for God and 
lead others to follow His Word, if we are unwilling to follow it ourselves? Christian integrity and 
influence come when we remain faithful to the Lord. It comes when we refuse to slide back into 
those behaviors that we gave up to become a part of God's family... Though it may be alluring, 

hypocrisy can be a difficult rut to get out of... Lets not go there... 
 

Have a great start to your week. Begin it with a RAK or two... Love mark Phil.4:11 
 
 

04/26/2016 
A Final Message 

 
 

"Samuel said, 'Why do you consult me, now that the Lord has turned away from you and 
become your enemy? The Lord has done what He predicted through me. The Lord has torn the 
kingdom out of your hands and given it to one of your neighbors ---- David' " (I Sam28:16-17). 

 
The thing that is weird about the words in today's verses is that Samuel uttered them after he 

was dead! (read I Sam.28:8-15)... The last words of famous people often capture their lives in a 
few brief words. The 15th century writer Rabelais'last words were; "draw the curtain, the farce is 



ended." Multimillionaire Richard B. Mellon had a decade-long game of tag going on with his 
brother, and died with the final words, "Last Tag!" I find it interesting that Samuel's last words, 
as his spirit had been brought back through a medium, sealed the fate of King Saul. It let him 
know why things were going to happen to him (his disobedience) and that the Lord would no 

longer be with him because of his sins... The wrath of the Philistines would come down on Saul 
because of the lost favor of God... When we purposely choose sin, we choose to stand against 
God, but when we put on Christ we choose to be a part of God's family. Samuel's words echo 
through the corridors of time to us. They tell us not to reject God through our own willfulness, 
but follow and obey Him in all things.... Our relationships with others and God are fragile. It is 
strictly up to us to reject a life claiming to be a Christian, but living like we are not one! The 

sacrifice of Jesus is the cleansing and redeeming factor of our salvation, and without it we face 
an eternity separated from God... Lets remember that even when we sin, we can turn back to 

our Savior and find the redemption in the forgiveness that God extends. If we want to secure our 
eternity, we must both be clothed in Christ, and live according to God's Word.... This is the last 

of the series of devotionals from I Samuel.  
 

Have a great day... Do good and give God the credit.... Love mark Phil.4:11 
 
 

04/27/2016 
Commissioned By God 

 
 

"The word of the Lord came to me, saying, 'Before I formed you in the womb I knew you, before 
you were born I set you apart; I appointed you as a prophet to the nations" (Jer.1:4-5). 

 
Some of the greatest works of art in existence were commissioned works. Works like "The Birth 

of Venus, The Ceiling of the Sistine Chapel, and The Last Supper" come to mind. Kings or 
queens of great kingdoms admired the work of a famous artist so much, that the paid 

handsomely for them to create works of art for them. Monarchs who made such requests would 
not take no for an answer, and imagine how terrifying this could be for a commissioned artist 

who couldn't pull it off... In today's verses, because of something that He saw in him, God 
commissioned Jeremiah to be a prophet. God chose Jeremiah to speak to His people, but 

Jeremiah did not think he was up to the task because of his youth and inexperience... Though 
he was young, he was the son of a priest and would have already established a strong belief in 
God. The Lord looked past all of his doubts to see the abilities the young man didn't even know 
he had. God knows us more intimately than we know ourselves and has watched us from our 

conception to this very day. This intimate knowledge allows Him to see our capabilities, 
extending far beyond what we often believe is possible... I think that the Lord has appointed us 
to use our talents regardless of what fears we may have about being too inexperienced. He has 
formed us with these abilities, just as He did Jeremiah, and will stand behind us when we use 
them. We must step out of our comfort zones in faith, so that we may discover the talents God 

has placed within us, and then trust that He will help us to use them. 



 
Have a great day... Let His light shine through you... Love mark Phil.4:11 

 
 

04/28/2016 
A Call To Judgement 

 
 

"Then the Lord reached out His hand and touched my mouth and said to me, 'Now, I have put 
My words in your mouth. See, today I appoint you over nations and kingdoms to uproot and tear 

down, to destroy and overthrow, to build and to plant' " (Jer.1:9-10). 
 

American Idol, The Voice, Star Search, America's Got Talent, America's Next Top Model, and 
America's Next Great Baker are TV shows that have become a staple of viewing in this country. 
For some reason, these "talent search competitions" are quite popular. They are judged by the 
rules and standards of whatever profession they focus on, by either the viewers or a panel of 
judges... As we read today's verses, and you might like to read down through the end of the 

chapter, God has given Jeremiah the power to judge the actions of Judah. Jeremiah was 
assured that the words he would be speaking would be directly from God. It was not Jeremiah's 

judgement, but the judgement of God, that the people of Judah would suffer because of their 
disobedience. I can't help but remembering a line from the movie The Godfather, when the mob 

was about to do something bad... It went like this; "Its not personal, its strictly business..." 
Judgement(s) can often feel personal. When others judge us, we probably get defensive and 

feel that it comes from them as a personal attack. When sin is involved, we must leave personal 
judgement out of it and take the role of Jeremiah... When the sins of others are exposed, it 

needs to be by God's Word and not ours. Eternal separation from God is a far greater 
punishment than what Judah faced. In word and deed, we are to humbly and simply deliver 

God's words to those who need it the most... And remember, its not personal, but strictly 
business... God's business... 

 
Have a great day... Go about doing good.... Love mark Phil.4:11 

 
 

04/29/2016 
Being An Assist Leader 

 
 

"Get yourself ready! Stand up and say to them whatever I command you. Do not be terrified by 
them, or I will terrify you before them..... They will fight against you but will not overcome you, for 

I am with you and will rescue you, declares the Lord" (Jer.1:17 & 19). 
 

Sometimes star athletes have have trouble when it comes to working together with their team. 
Perhaps their abilities are so great that it fools them into being convinced that they don't need 



anyone else to help. One of the greatest compliments that can be paid to a team sport athlete is 
that "he makes those around him or her better..." Hall of Fame basketball player John Stockton 
made a career out be being a great "team player," as he holds the NBA record for total assists. 
An assist is a pass to another player that leads to a score. A terrified young prophet Jeremiah 
felt alone, as he had a war on his hands. God had to remind him whose team he belonged to... 

You might imagine how scared Jeremiah must have been as he was called upon to not only 
rebuke the people, but their leaders also. A king had the ability to kill anyone who challenged 
their authority. God gave Jeremiah the right words and a promise... "For I am with you and will 

rescue you, declares the Lord" Christ makes the same promise to us today. When a person 
decides to become a Christian, not only is the title to be worn with honor, but they must live out 
their faith. If we are waiting to reap the benefits of being a Christian, we must proudly represent 

the team we are on... God's Team! No matter what, we know that when we stand up for the 
Lord, He will stand up for us.... That's what a team does! "Therefore everyone who confesses 
Me before men, I will confess him before God who is in heaven" (Matt.10:32). And one more 

thing... Being on God's team requires that we make everyone around us better. Lets all strive to 
be assist leaders....  

 
Have a wonderful day... T G I F         Today God Is First.... Love mark Phil.4:11 

 
 

04/30/2016 
Saturday Morning Quiz 

 
 

I hope you are challenged by today's quiz that deals mostly with courts, councils, and trials. As 
always, have fun.... 

 
TRUE OR FALSE 

 
_____ 1. When Jesus was brought before the council, four (4) witnesses were brought in to 

accuse Him. 
 

_____ 2. Aaron suggested to Moses to appoint judges so that he didn't have to judge all the 
cases himself. 

 
_____ 3. According to Jewish law, at least two (2) witness were necessary in order for someone 

to be tried and executed. 
 

_____ 4. Herod asked questions of Jesus that allowed Him to be mocked. 
 

_____ 5. Jesus told His followers that The Spirit would be with them when they had to make a 
defense. 

 



_____ 6. The Jews claim before Pilate that had Jesus executed was that He was no friend of 
Caesar. 

 
_____ 7. At Peter and John's trial, a healed blind man kept the rulers and priests from punishing 

the two apostles. 
 

_____ 8. Stephen was stoned because he taught that Jesus aimed to change the customs 
taught by Moses. 

 
_____ 9. The evil king Amon was killed by his servants. 

 
_____ 10. The apostle Peter was almost done in by forty (40) men waiting to ambush him at 

Jerusalem. 
 

Have a great weekend and a glorifying and uplifting day of worship on His day... Love mark 
Phil.4:11 

 
 
 


